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A Biblical Look at Conspiracy OUTLINE

I. Article: Conspiracy Introduction: A Biblical Look at "Conspiracy" (Pages 1-4)
a. Concepts

i. Specific conspiracy theories

1. Kennedy assassination, moon landings, UFO’s

ii. Overarching conspiracy theory

1. a secret society of wealthy global elitists controlling governments from behind the scenes and ever so subtly pushing the world toward a tyrannical, totalitarian government.
b. Overarching conspiracy rejected

i. by the western world at large
ii. by most Christians.
1. Why do Christians reject the idea of an overarching conspiracy theory (as described above)?
a. As Americans, as young people, as Christians we have a pervasive, subconscious perception that the world will always be OK
i. because God wants things to be OK for us in this life.
ii. Because we are or have been largely unaffected by difficulty in our lives, especially large-scale, world-wide tragedy.
c. Most Christians unconcerned and disinterested about the end times

i. (Postmillennial contributions:

1. That we are moving towards a golden age of a Christianized world – there won’t be any future bad period of human history.)

ii. Pre-tribulation rapture theology

1. No need to worry we won’t be here for any great difficulty that will come upon the earth

iii. There’s no way to know, understand, or prepare mentally for the End Times before they happen.

1. usually the resulting by-product of a Christian with a poor or weak understanding of eschatology who thinks everything will be OK being confronted with the overwhelming Biblical evidence to the contrary

iv. The End Times Big Bang Theory

d. The End Times Big Bang Theory

i. The figures and events of the end times will just explode suddenly into existence, without precedent in recent preceding world history.

1. POOF! The antichrist will emerge out of nowhere. 
2. POOF! He will establish a global empire. 
3. POOF! There will be a global economic system. 
4. All accomplished in less than 3 1/2 to 7 years without any prior preparation before that 3 1/2 to 7 year period.
e. Can we understand Christian eschatology?

i. four questions:
1. If we are not to understand then why is such a large portion of scripture prophetic in nature?
a. Together, roughly one fourth of all the books of the Bible deal with prophecy. (18 of 66)

i. 17 of the 39 books of the Old Testament are prophetic in nature. 

ii. There is one book in the New Testament, which is devoted to prophesy, the Book of Revelation. 

b. Most books in the OT and NT contain information on the end times
2. And why is so much of that prophetic scripture related to the end times? 
3. Why is this prophetic scripture filled with detailed descriptions of such things? 
4. Why are we told by Jesus to watch regarding his coming?
a. There are many specific indications in the scripture that exhort us to pay attention to Bible prophecy.
b. NOTE: common misunderstandings about prophecy were in no small part responsible for the failure of so many of Jesus' contemporaries among God's people to recognize that he was the Messiah.
5. The answer to all of these is that:
a. God intends for us to understand such matters. 
b. And if God intends for us to understand them then surely he has given us the means and ability to understand them.
6. Unlike the first advent of Christ as a suffering servant, which was not understood, the second advent of Christ as a conquering king has never been hidden as a mystery
a. (the details of the first coming of Christ, to suffer and die by the crucifixion were included but largely enigmatic in the Old Testament)
b. So, it is incorrect to assert that like the details of the first advent, God desires an understanding of the prophecies of the second advent to remain obscure and imperceptible 
f. Contradictions between the “It’ll All be OK” mentality and the Biblical perspective. 
i. The NT repeatedly states that the Christian life is not an easy one and that we as followers of Jesus Christ will share in his sufferings.
1. Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
2. 2 Corinthians 1:5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.
3. 1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.
ii. The Olivet Discourse:
1. In all three records, Jesus states that this persecution, affliction, and tribulation of his followers will continue right up until he gathers his followers to meet him and that this persecution will be accompanied by great deception (Matthew 24:5,9; Mark 13: 5-6,13; Luke 21:8,12). 
2. Whenever Jesus comes, be it before or after the Great Tribulation, we as Christians can expect persecution, suffering, and deception to abound and not an "everything will be fine" scenario.
iii. Suffering was a way of life for the first and second century Church. 
iv. (For a thorough point by point, verse by verse refutation of Pre-tribulation theory please visit "The Last Trumpet" by Tim Warner. We highly recommend this site.)
g. Looking Ahead:

i. What does the Bible have to say about conspiracy?
ii. Does the scriptural evidence indicate the end-time agenda emerges suddenly with a Big Bang or is it the product of a gradual, historic evolution?
II. Article: Conspiracy: What does the Bible Say?(Pages 5-6)
a. Is the Bible against the idea of conspiracies or looking into them?

i. Texts

1. (NIV) Isaiah 8:12 "Do not call conspiracy everything that these people call conspiracy; do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it.
(KJV) Isaiah 8: 12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid
ii. What is this passage telling us?

1. Premise A: Isaiah 8:12 teaches us not to believe in ANY conspiracy.
a. This premise has been worded to convey the extreme position that "Christians should believe NO conspiracy." 
b. Why have we worded it that way? 
c. Well, consider what would happen if we were to word it more moderately.
2. Premise B: Isaiah 8:12 teaches us NOT to believe in SOME conspiracies.
a. This more moderate premise allows Christians to believe in some conspiracies.
b. According to premise B’s interpretation of the text, Isaiah 8 actually instructs us to be selective in which conspiracies we believe. 
c. This would require us to scrutinize and investigate conspiracy claims
3. Back to Premise A

a. Only Premise A’s interpretation of Isaiah 8:12 would prohibit us from investigating conspiracy theories since we would theoretically be prohibited from believing ANY of them.
iii. Does this passage from Isaiah 8 tell us not to believe in or investigate ANY conspiracy theory? Not at all. 
1. vocabulary
a. First, the word for "conspiracy" used here occurs 16 times in the Old Testament – it is the word "qesher."
i. 07195 qesher {keh'-sher} 
from 07194; TWOT - 2090a; n m
AV - conspiracy 9, treason 5, confederacy 2; 16
1) conspiracy, treason, (unlawful) alliance
b. 16 occurrences of this Hebrew word:
i. 1 time it refers to Absalom's conspiracy to overthrow his father David. 
ii. 1 time it refers to Hoshea's conspiracy to kill Pekah and reign in his place. 
iii. 2 times it refers to a conspiracy against Amaziah from which he fled but was tracked down and killed. 
iv. And 1 time it refers to the conspiracy to kill Joash.
c. The related verb "qashar" (Strong's 07194) occurs 44 times in the Old Testament. 
i. More than 20 of these passages also refer to this type of a conspiracy, a secret and evil plot of men.
d. CONCLUSIONS:
i. Isaiah 8:12 cannot be used to indicate that there are no conspiracies because the Old Testament records a number of conspiratorial plots using the same Hebrew word.
ii. Since the Old Testament records the existence of conspiracies, an instruction not to look into possible conspiracies would only serve to make us blind and perhaps susceptible to the evil plots made by men.
iv. Context of Isaiah 8:12

1. God is not instructing Isaiah to resist belief in any potential conspiracy, instead God is clearly talking to Isaiah about the Israelites calling for confederacies with other nations instead of looking to God for protection. 
a. The Hebrew word can mean an unlawful treaty, or in other words, a treaty made, which is forbidden in the Law of God. 
b. When we examine Isaiah 8 in its entirety we see that God is describing the coming attack from the king of Assyria, and he is telling Isaiah not to go the way of his people. 
i. The people of Israel would often make treaties with surrounding nations during this period of their history in order to strengthen themselves militarily against another power in the region.
c. This is why the word is translated "confederacy" in the King James.
Isaiah 8:7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: 8 And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel. 9 Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. 10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us. 11 For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying, 12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 13 Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.

d. God declares that he will bring the king of Assyria through the land

e. In verses 9 and 10 he addresses not only Israel but “all ye of far countries,” telling them not to “associate” themselves or “make council together” or “gird/bind themselves together” in an alliance in the effort to resist the Assyrian king

i. For any such alliance will not succeed

f. Conversely, in verses 13-14, God tells them to sanctify Him and he will be a sanctuary for them.
g. Clearly, Isaiah 8:12 is

i. NOT saying “don’t believe in or worry about conspiracy theories”

ii. Saying to the people of Israel, “don’t join a military alliance of nations against Assyria”

v. CONCLUSION:
1. There is nothing in Isaiah 8:12, which should discourage us from investigating and, when necessary, believing in conspiracies.
b. Looking Ahead:
i. Is there any Biblical indication that a conspiracy will be underway in the end times proceeding Jesus' return?

III. Article: Conspiracy Against God in the End Times (Pages 7-11)
a. Definition of conspiracy

i. Webster's dictionary:
1. Conspiracy - con•spir•a•cy 1) a conspiring 2) and unlawful plot 3) a conspiring group
2. Conspire - con•spire [Latin com-, together + spirare, breathe] 1) to plan together secretly, esp. to commit a crime 2) to work together toward a single end
ii. For our purposes we will use the term conspiracy to refer to "the secret plan of a small group to accomplish a single end."
b. There is at least one Old Testament example where a conspiracy is made against God himself – Psalm 83:3-5.
i. Text:
1. Psalm 83: 1 Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God. 2 For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the head. 3 They have taken crafty [06191] counsel [05475] against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones. 4 They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. 5 For they have consulted [03289] together with one consent: they are confederate [01285] against thee: 6 The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; 7 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; 8 Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the children of Lot. Selah. 
...17 Let them be confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let them be put to shame, and perish: 18 That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth.
ii. Definitions:

1. The word for "crafty" in verse 3 is defined as follows.
06191`aram {aw-ram'} 
a primitive root; TWOT - 1698; v
AV - subtilty 1, crafty 1, prudent 1, beware 1, very 1; 5
1) to be subtle, be shrewd, be crafty, beware, take crafty counsel, be prudent
1a) (Qal) to be crafty, be subtle
1b) (Hiphil) to be crafty, be or become shrewd
2. The word for "counsel" in verse 3 is defined as follows.
05475 dwo cow sode 
from 03245; TWOT-1471a; n m 
AV-secret 9, counsel 6, assembly 5, inward 1; 21 1) council, counsel, assembly 
1a) council (of familiar conversation) 
1a1) divan, circle (of familiar friends) 
1a2) assembly, company 
1b) counsel 
1b1) counsel (itself) 
1b2) secret counsel 
1b3) familiar converse, intimacy (with God)
3. The word for "consulted" in verse 5 is defined as follows. Notice the definition even includes "to conspire," although this nuance is listed last.
03289 Uey yaÔats yaw-ats' 
a primitive root; TWOT-887; v 
AV-counsel 25, counsellor 22, consult 9, give 7, purposed 5, advice 2, determined 2, advise 2, deviseth 2, taken 2, misc 2; 80 
1) to advise, consult, give counsel, counsel, purpose, devise, plan 
1a) (Qal) 
1a1) to advise, counsel, give counsel, consult 
1a2) counsellor (participle) 
1b) (Niphal) to consult together, exchange counsel, deliberate, counsel together 
1c) (Hithpael) to conspire
4. The word for "confederate" in verse 5 is defined as follows.
01285 tyrb b@riyth ber-eeth' 
from 01262 (in the sense of cutting [like 01254]); TWOT-282a; n f 
AV-covenant 264, league 17, confederacy 1, confederate 1, confederate + 01167 1; 284 
1) covenant, alliance, pledge 
1a) between men 
1a1) treaty, alliance, league (man to man) 
1a2) constitution, ordinance (monarch to subjects) 
1a3) agreement, pledge (man to man) 
1a4) alliance (of friendship) 
1a5) alliance (of marriage) 
1b) between God and man 
1b1) alliance (of friendship) 
1b2) covenant (divine ordinance with signs or pledges) 
2) (phrases) 
2a) covenant making 
2b) covenant keeping 
2c) covenant violation
iii. Meaning of Psalm 83

1. Psalm 83 is addressed to God. 
a. In verse 1 it starts out, "Keep not thou silence, O God." 
b. In verse 5 it says to God, "they are confederate against thee." 
2. The use of these three Hebrew phrases ("crafty counsel, consulted together with one consent, confederate") tells us that:
a. Men have gotten together to create a plan and have bound themselves together to accomplish this plan to wipe out Israel as a nation. 
b. This plan is considered to be a plot against God himself. 
c. According to verse 6-8, this plot involves multiple nations. 
3. While the meaning of Psalm 83 does not necessitate that this passage is concerning the end times, this is very likely to be the case. 
4. CONCLUSIONS
a. Psalm 83 does prove that biblically speaking, there is such a thing as political conspiracy against God. 
b. From this passage we learn that according to scripture, any national or international plan designed to destroy Israel (or God's people) can be considered a plot, not only against them, but against God himself.
c. Other psalms corroborate not only the existence of a plot against God himself by the kings of the nations, but that the timeframe of this plot is during the end times.
i. Text:
1. Psalm 2:1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision. 5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. 6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.
ii. Meaning:

1. In verse 2, we find that kings and rulers of the earth have counseled together and set themselves against God. 
2. This perfectly parallels Psalm 83. 
3. Verse 3 tells us that their plan is to throw off the reign of God. 
4. This passage is talking about the conditions on the earth at the time of Jesus' return. 
5. Verse 5 speaks of the wrath of God coming upon these conspiring kings. 
6. The "Day of Wrath" is a common phrase in both the Old and New Testaments used to describe the Battle of Armageddon and the surrounding events 
a. (Job 21:30 Proverbs 11:4 Zephaniah 1:15 Romans 2:5, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 5:9, Revelation 6:16-17, Revelation 14:19, Revelation 19:15). 
7. Verse 6 expounds on verse 3 and tells us more specifically that God is setting his king, the Messiah, as ruler in Zion and he will now rule the nations with an iron rod (verse 9). 
8. And this is also perfectly parallel to Revelation 19. Revelation 19 describes the end time battle of Armageddon where kings and their armies have gathered around Israel and are defeated by the returning Christ. 
9. We know from both Revelation 12:5 and Revelation 19:15 (as well as Daniel 2:44-45) that Jesus' rule with an iron rod will be initiated at the Battle of Armageddon on the Day of the Lord during what is prophetically referred to as the end times.
10. CONCLUSION:
a. Psalm 2 speaks of kings and rulers of the earth are taking counsel and binding themselves together against God, just as in Psalm 83. 
b. And, these events occur when Christ returns to establish his kingdom here upon the earth.
iii. Text:

1. Psalm 110: 1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 5 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. 6 He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries. 7 He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head.
iv. Meaning:

1. Here we see that the Psalmist is speaking of "a rod" coming "out of Zion" to establish God's "rule...in the midst of [his] enemies." 
2. This is extremely similar to Psalm 2 (and Revelation 12:5, 19:15, Daniel 2:44-45) where we also saw a rod of iron with which God's king would reign from Zion, ruling the nations. 
3. Here again we also see the "Day of Wrath" mentioned along with the fact that the coming king will destroy the rebellious kings on that day.
4. CONCLUSION:
a. These 3 passages not only demonstrate the continuity within Psalms on this particular topic, but they also demonstrate a conspiracy made by the kings of the earth to destroy Israel (God's people) and resist the returning Christ as he comes to establish his kingdom with Israel as the head of nations in the end times. 
b. All of this is also depicted in the end time book of Daniel, where we see the very same things underway.
v. Text:

1. Daniel 9: 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
2. Daniel 11: 21 And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. 22 And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant. 23 And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become strong with a small people. 24 He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.
3. Daniel 11: 37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. 38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. 39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.
vi. Meaning: 

1. Daniel describes the antichrist figure several times as forming a covenant or league and as obtaining his kingdom through flatteries (or intrigue.) 
2. We should also note that he becomes strong with only a small group of people (Daniel 11:23). 
3. And we should also remember Daniel 11:37 for later on in the study. 
a. Daniel 11:37 states that the antichrist will magnify himself above all gods. 
b. A little further in the study we will show that this is consistent with the words of Paul who taught that the antichrist will exalt himself above all that is called god (a practice which is consistent with the Gnostic mystery religions of John and Paul's day.)
i. (Simon Magus for example)
Acts 8:5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city. 9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God.
“And, thirdly, because after Christ's ascension into heaven the devils put forward certain men who said that they themselves were gods; and they were not only not persecuted by you, but even deemed worthy of honours. There was a Samaritan, Simon, a native of the village called Gitto, who in the reign of Claudius Caesar, and in your royal city of Rome, did mighty acts of magic, by virtue of the art of the devils operating in him. He was considered a god, and as a god was honoured by you with a statue, which  statue was erected on the river Tiber, between the two bridges, and bore this inscription, in the language of Rome:-- "Simoni Deo Sancto,"(4) "To Simon the holy God." And almost all the Samaritans, and a few even of other nations, worship him, and acknowledge him as the first god; and a woman, Helena, who went about with him at that time, and had formerly been a prostitute, they say is the first idea generated by him.” – Justin Martyr, CHAP. XXVI.--MAGICIANS NOT TRUSTED BY CHRISTIANS.
ii. ECF’s, including Irenaeus, thought other Gnostics might be precursors of the antichrist
“I. But(2) there is another among these heretics, Marcus by name, who boasts himself as having improved upon his master. He is a perfect adept in magical impostures, and by this means drawing away a great number of men, and not a few women, he has induced them to join themselves to him, as to one who is possessed of the greatest knowledge and perfection, and who has received the highest power from the invisible and ineffable regions above. Thus it appears as if he really were the precursor of Antichrist. For, joining the buffooneries of Anaxilaus(3) to the craftiness of the magi, as they are called, he is regarded by his senseless and cracked-brain followers as working miracles by these means.” – Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK I, CHAP. XIII.--THE DECEITFUL ARTS AND NEFARIOUS PRACTICES OF MARCUS.

1. this is also reflected in John’s epistles (below)
2. (Irenaeus was discipled by Polycarp, who was discipled by John)
d. CONCLUSIONS:

i. From Daniel and Psalms we have shown that there will be a conspiracy against God in the last days before the return of Christ. 
ii. This is consistent with the events described in the Book of Revelation chapter 17 and 18 as well. 
iii. After a brief summary, we will turn our attention to demonstrating the lengthy existence of this conspiracy for centuries prior to the final 7 years of human history.
IV. Article: Revelation Records the Conspiracy(Pages 12-13)
a. Study Recap:

i. At the beginning of this series of articles we stated that the conspiracy we will be taking a look at involves a secret society of wealthy global elitists controlling governments from behind the scenes and using their power to manipulate the world toward a tyrannical, totalitarian government. 
ii. We have previously defined the term conspiracy as "the secret plan of a small group to accomplish a single end."
iii. We have already shown three things regarding the Bible and conspiracy:
1.) The Old Testament records several conspiracies. 
2.) One conspiracy recorded in the Old Testament is a conspiracy against God. 
3.) This conspiracy against God will be occurring and culminating in the last days. 
iv. Later we will establish:
4.) This conspiracy against God that occurs in the last days will have been developing since at least the 1st century AD and has its roots in the ancient mystery religions of Babylon and Egypt.
v. The Bible records still more evidence that a well-developed conspiracy against God and His people will be present in the end times.

1. When we think of this specific conspiracy theory we see that it has four main characteristics.
1) A proportionately small group of people at the top. 
2) Global control of commerce and banking, vast wealth and exceeding financial influence. 
3) Global control of information through education, media censorship, and propaganda. 
4) Devotion to secret, ancient, mystery religions and societies, which trace their roots to Babylon and Egypt.
2. When we read the Book of Revelation (especially chapters 13, 16, 17, and 18) and Daniel 9 and 11 (9:27, 11:21-24, 11:37-39) we see very similar characteristics applied to the figures described therein.
1. A proportionately small group of people at the top - the antichrist, False Prophet, the 10 kings. 
2. Global control exerted through commerce and vast financial influence - the Mark of the Beast, the Great City of Babylon. 
3. Mass deception over the globe - the False Prophet and the Great Prostitute. 
4. Connection to secret, ancient, mystery religions and societies, rooted in Babylon and Egypt - The Great Prostitute, Mystery Babylon.
vi. Looking Ahead:
1. Is it merely an odd coincidence that this conspiracy theory shares so much in common with the Book of Revelation's description of the end times? 
a. Definitely not. 
b. With so much corresponding between the two it would seem foolish not to identify one with the other. 
c. Biblically speaking, the two are the same. 
d. Thus there can be little doubt that the conspiracy is real. 
2. The only question, which remains is
a. How far into the end time culmination of this conspiracy are we? 
b. By examining the figures and events of history and comparing them to this Biblical view of the end times we can find out roughly where we sit in the prophetic timetable.
3. We have proven our first point
a. There is a conspiracy against God that exists in the end times. 
b. But does this conspiracy spring up during the final 3 1/2 to 7 years, or does it grow and evolve much earlier? 

V. Article: The Lifespan of the Conspiracy (Part 1) (Pages 14-17)
a. Does the end times conspiracy against God spring up suddenly during the final 3 1/2 to 7 years, or does it grow and evolve much earlier?
b. 2 Lines of Evidence establishing the longevity of this conspiracy.
i. The political evolution of the end times conspiracy unfolded from the ancient empire systems

1. Daniel 2 and 7 (and 8 and 11), Revelation 13 (and 17)

2. Covered in depth in our Prophetic Symbols Study

ii. Tracking the mystery religion of the conspirators themselves
c. 5  New Testament passages that track the long life span of the mystery religion of the conspirators themselves
i. passage 1
1. text:
a. 2 Thessalonians 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery [3466] of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
2. NOTES:

a. In 2 Thessalonians Paul is discussing three things, which are relevant to our study. 
i. Paul mentions the antichrist (verse 3-4). 
ii. Paul relates this antichrist to a "mystery of iniquity." 
iii. Paul states that this "mystery of iniquity" is already at work in his time in the first century. 
iv. NOTE: John's writings address the same issues.
ii. Passage 2

1. text:

a. 1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.
2. NOTES:

a. Verse 18 mentions antichrists plural while at the same time upholding the concept of a singular, individual who will be the ultimate expression of this group.
iii. Passages 3 and 4

1. text:

a. 1 John 4:3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
b. 2 John 1:7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
2. NOTES:

a. Notice how these deceivers from 2 John 1:7 parallel the "antichrists" plural in 1 John 2:18. 
b. Note that the defining characteristic of this group is that they seem to acknowledge Christ on some levels while at the same time denying his humanity.
i. We will take a greater look at this issue in a later section.
iv. On these 3 passages from John’s letters

1. 1 John 2 mentions the antichrist. 
2. This antichrist is connected to persons who were already around in John’s time. 
3. 1 John 4 states that the spirit of antichrist was in the world at the time of his writing in the first century. 
a. This is corroborated by 2 John 1 as well.
4. CONCLUSIONS:
a. At the time these epistles were written, there was already a mystery of iniquity at work and the spirit of the antichrist was already present in the world.
b. Lesser antichrists working in accordance with the evil end time purpose were also present at that time.
c. CONCLUSION: 
i. antichrists, the spirit of antichrist, and the mystery of iniquity have been at work going all the way back to the time 2 Thessalonians and John's epistles were written in the first century AD. 
v. Do these comments from Paul and John connect to the idea of the end time conspiracy, which we have established from Psalms?
1. The answer is yes. 
2. What is “the mystery of iniquity" that Paul speaks of in 2 Thessalonians 2?
a. The word for "mystery" there is the same word found in Revelation 17, concerning Babylon the Great.
vi. Passage 5

1. text:

a. Revelation 17:5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, [3466] BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
2. NOTES:

a. What is this mystery that is associated with this great deceiving entity known in Revelation as Babylon the Great? 
b. The word for mystery in both 2 Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 17 is defined as follows.
i. 3466 musthrion musterion moos-tay'-ree-on 
from a derivative of muo (to shut the mouth); TDNT-4:802,615; n n AV-mystery 27; 27 
1) hidden thing, secret, mystery 
1a) generally mysteries, religious secrets, confided only to the initiated and not to ordinary mortals
ii. 1b) a hidden or secret thing, not obvious to the understanding 
1c) a hidden purpose or counsel 
1c1) secret will 
1c1a) of men 
1c1b) of God: the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the righteous, which are hidden from ungodly and wicked men but plain to the godly
2) in rabbinic writings, it denotes the mystic or hidden sense 
2a) of an OT saying 
2b) of an image or form seen in a vision 
2c) of a dream
c. This word can be used to indicate Godly things and is used often times throughout the New Testament in that sense, but in the contexts of 2 Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 17 it is speaking of ungodly religious mysteries. 
i. This Greek word occurs 27 times in the New Testament. 
1. 25 refer to godly mysteries revealed by God to his people.
2. 2 Thessalonians 2:7 and Revelation 17:5 are the ONLY 2 times it applies to ungodly spiritual mysteries.
d. Definition 1a) "religious secrets, confided only to the initiated and not to ordinary mortals" and/or definition 1c) "a hidden purpose or counsel" would both indicate the type of secret society conspiracy found in popular global conspiracy theory.
vii. There is a connection between 2 Thessalonians 2:7's "mystery of iniquity" and Revelation 17:5's "mystery" of "Babylon the Great."
1. Paul’s words in 2 Thess. 2 and John’s words in his epistles discuss the same concept of antichrists, the spirit of antichrist, and the mystery of iniquity going on in their day, while expecting a future singular individual to be the culmination or head of their work.
2. John authored the Book of Revelation, which uses the same word “mystery” that Paul associated with the antichrist’s predecessors/associates to describe Mystery Babylon, the Great Harlot (Rev. 17 and 18)
d. What is the connection that Revelation is making between the end time conspiracy and ancient Babylon? 
i. Questions:
1. Is this a reference to the actual historic city of Babylon? 
2. Or are these terms and phrases from Revelation 17:5 a symbolic, descriptive title meant to describe another city besides the historic Babylon? 
3. In either case, does this connection support our claim that the conspiracy exists long before the final 3 1/2 to 7 years?
ii. NOTES:

1. What does the usage of the title "Babylon the Great" imply?
a. Biblical precedent
i. Revelation 11:8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.
b. Notes:

i. The city where Jesus was crucified was Jerusalem.
ii. In this verse Jerusalem is not mentioned by name but the names of two other cities are applied to it. 
iii. It is called Sodom and Egypt in a figurative sense.
c. Indications:

i. An historic city name can be used as a descriptive title for a different city. 
ii. The original city of that name is NOT in view, but rather some aspect or characteristic of that city is being applied to describe some other city, which shares that particular aspect or characteristic.
iii. Minor point: Does the use of “great city” in both Rev. 11:8 and 17:18 indicate that Mystery Babylon is Jerusalem?

1. There is no reason to assume there is only one great city and so there is no reason to assume that the same city is meant in both passages.
2. Here are a few of the reasons that Jerusalem is not Mystery Babylon.
a. While the symbolic titles of Sodom and Egypt are applied to Jerusalem, the title of Babylon is noticeably absent. 
b. Given that Babylon is a title used later in Revelation 17:5, we should assume that if Jerusalem was Babylon, that title would have been applied in Revelation 11:8.
3. It would make sense to use this mode of description to characterize a future city not yet in existence whose name John would not have known.
e. What is it about the city of Revelation 17:5 that John is associating with the historic city of Babylon by giving it the title Mystery Babylon?
i. At the time Revelation was written, the city of Babylon was in no way a prominent city, let alone the seat of global government as Revelation 17:8 describes. 
ii. Given the use of Sodom and Egypt as titles for Jerusalem, it is likely that "Babylon the Great" is a symbolic title for another city, not the actual city of Babylon.

VI. Article: The Lifespan of the Conspiracy (Part 2) (Pages 18-22)
a. Is Mystery Babylon Rome, Italy?

i. Many (Protestant) Christians think so

1. Partially because of Historicist aspects of Reformation Theology as provided by Martin Luther.

ii. Why it may not be Rome

1. Rome is not the actual city of Babylon 
2. The text itself does not indicate which city is meant by name
3. If this description could be Rome, then it could also be some other city to rise to such prominence. 
4. Those who would assume that Babylon the Great is Rome, cannot object:
a. In principle to the notion that the title Babylon the Great could be transferred to another city instead of Rome 
b. Some other city, which fits the description given in Revelation 17:5 may be Mystery Babylon.
b. Current question is not which city, but what aspect of Babylon is shared by this city?

i. Text:

1. Revelation 17:5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, [3466] BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
ii. NOTES on the titular descriptions of Mystery Babylon:

1. The descriptions found alongside this title "Babylon the Great" are not describing this city in terms of the wealth and power of Babylon. 
a. Riches and power would certainly be traits of the great city that rules the kings of the earth 
i. They are included in Revelation 18's descriptions of "Babylon the Great"
2. however, Rev. 17:5 focuses on "mystery," "abominations," and "spiritual harlotry."
a. These terms describe a religious or supernatural relationship to Babylon, not a relationship of material wealth or political greatness. 
3. These traits are not passive. 
a. They don't simply convey that the city is immoral, as the term Sodom might convey. 
b. They don't convey that the city is merely itself a place of repression, as Egypt was to the Israelites. 
c. Instead, they convey the active, outward role this city plays in deceiving and polluting the nations of the earth by its spiritual practices. 
d. This city not only practices these things, it facilitates and initiates their practice all over the world.
4. Why is Mystery Babylon associated with such things as "mystery," "abominations," and "spiritual harlotry?" 
a. The Book of Daniel provides the most detailed Biblical description of the kingdom of Babylon.
5. Daniel’s description of Babylon

a. From Daniel 1:4 we know that Daniel was instructed in the way of the Chaldeans. 
b. In Daniel, there are a total of 37 references to men who practiced mysticism in one form or another. 
i. There are 13 occurrences of the term "wise men" (Daniel 2:12,13,14,18,21,24,27,48, 4:6,18, 5:7,8,15.) 
ii. 9 out of these 13 occurrences it refers to "the wise men of Babylon." 
iii. There are 8 occurrences of the term "Chaldeans" (Daniel 2:10, 27, 4:7, 5:7,11,15.) 
iv. There are 5 occurrences of the term "magician" (Daniel 2:10,27, 4:7,9, 5:11.) 
v. There are 6 occurrences of the term "astrologer" (Daniel 2:10,27, 4:7, 5:7,11,15.) 
vi. There are 4 occurrences of the term "soothsayer" (Daniel 2:27, 4:7, 5:7,11.) 
vii. There is 1 occurrence of the term "sorcerers" (Daniel 2:2.) 
c. Each of these terms is used to describe some form of mystic person and the activity, which that person practices.
6. CONCLUSIONS from Daniel

a. The book of Daniel is an inside account that the kingdom of Babylon was characterized by its mystery religion.
b. It is precisely this aspect of Babylon that is conveyed by the title "Mystery [3466], Babylon The Great, The Mother Of Harlots And Abominations Of The Earth." 
iii. Mystery Babylon indicates:
1. PRIMARILY: 
a. The seat of mystery religion.
i. Has prominence as the seat of hidden religious secrets ("Mystery") 
ii. As a central exporter of spiritual deception ("the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth.") 
2. Also:
a. In its day this great city is the seat of global government. 
i. Revelation 17:18: "that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth." 
iv. The commercial power of Mystery Babylon – Comparing Rev. 17 and 18
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2. NOTES:
a. Revelation 17 and 18 demonstrate that this "Babylon the Great" deceives the nations in part through its religious "mysteries." 
b. This city is not simply an "adulteress," which would indicate her spiritual crimes, but is called "harlot" or "prostitute" indicating that there is commerce tied up in her activities. 
c. She is made rich by her spiritual adultery. 
d. From Revelation 18:15 we also learn that she makes others wealthy who participate in her commercial system. 
e. So, her religious mysteries are connected with both her commerce and the means by which she manipulates the nations.
v. CONCLUSIONS from Rev. 17 and 18 on the great city, Mystery Babylon

1. There is a strong connection between the mystery religion and the end time political conspiracy that rules the world. 
2. It is an entity of hidden, ungodly, religious understanding. 
3. It is also a city that pollutes and misleads the world through both spiritual deception and financial dominance. 
4. And it also reigns over the kings of the earth.
c. Bearing on the study so far

i. This mystery religion, which, Biblically speaking is unavoidably connected to political power is not a new event in the end times, but rather the final culmination of an age old conspiracy that has existed over a period of thousands of years and developed throughout most of human history.
1. The Book of Daniel tells us that this political-mystical system was connected to (associated with, and perhaps originated in, or at least reached a great culmination in) ancient Babylon. 
2. 2 Thessalonians 2 and 1 John 2, 4, and 2 John 1, tell us that this political-mystical system was in practice at the time of the writing of the New Testament in a form known as Gnosticism. 
3. And from Revelation 17 and 18, we know that that this political-mystical system is in place in the final 3 1/2 to 7 years before Jesus' return. 
a. There is no mention of their cessation in any of these intervals. 
b. We have no reason to assume any break in the continuity of their practice between their mention in Biblical record. 
d. Pulling it all together – Study conclusions so far:

i. Isaiah 8:12 does not instruct Christians to avoid belief in conspiracies. 
ii. Psalms 83 demonstrates that the Bible does speak of men conspiring against God. 
iii. Daniel and Exodus 7:11 indicate the existence of mystery schools back into both Egypt and Babylon. 
1. See Daniel 2 and Exodus 41 – compare Daniel and Joseph revealing the dream of the king and pharaoh when their wise men could not and the response from both is similar.
iv. Psalm 2 and 110 demonstrate that there will be a conspiracy against God in the end times right before Jesus returns to establish the kingdom of God on the earth. 
v. Ungodly religious mysteries were in practice from the time 2 Thessalonians 2 was written. 
vi. These ungodly mysteries are involved in commerce and political control during the time of the antichrist's empire. 
vii. Based upon these six premises, we conclude that:
1. The Bible does bear evidence to the existence of men practicing ungodly religious mysteries down through the centuries from empire to empire, and culminating in financial control, political control, and mass deception right down to the time of Christ's return. 
2. The purpose of these men is to throw off the rule of the returning Christ who is coming to rule them with an iron rod.
viii. What else could we call such a scenario except a conspiracy? 
1. This conspiracy is not short-lived, but as old as human history itself. 
2. This conspiracy does not come into existence suddenly with a Big Bang, but instead with slow, gradual, historic development.
VII. Article: Mystery: The Religion of the Conspirators (Part 1) (Pages 23-28)
a. The Bible establishes the correspondence of the mystery religions to the ongoing conspiracy against God.
b. Learning from the Bible about this mystery religion in order to identify its successors in our own time.
i. John refers to "antichrists" and "deceivers," but upholds the concept of a singular, individual who will be the ultimate expression of this group. 
1. Texts:

a. 1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time....20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.
b. 1 John 4:3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 
c. 2 John 1:7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
ii. Who is it that John is alluding to here? 
1. To answer this question we must first understand the false doctrine that John was describing with the phrases:
a. "denieth that Jesus is the Christ" and 
b. "confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh."
2. There were specific people alive in his time that he was talking about.
3. John defines their primary characteristic 3 different times.
1. 1 John 2:18,22 "antichrists" - "denieth that Jesus is the Christ." 
2. 1 John 4:3 "antichrists" "spirit of antichrist" - deny "that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh." 
3. 2 John 1:7 "a deceiver" "an antichrist" - deny "that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh."
4. We have essentially two descriptions of such men by John. 
a. In descriptions 2 and 3, 
i. what is denied is that Jesus Christ was God conceived, born, died, and risen as a man. 
b. In description 1, 
i. what is denied is that Jesus is the Christ. In other words, the man Jesus is dissociated somehow from the Christ.
5. More on description 1

a. It is not necessary that we interpret John to mean such men "deny that Jesus is A Christ." 
b. John's words here can equally indicate such men deny that Jesus was the ONLY Christ, while still admitting that Jesus was A Christ. 
c. The key is what the word "is" means. 
i. Does "is Christ" mean that Jesus IS Christ in the sense that they are the same being? 
1. This would refute the Gnostic teaching that Jesus and the Christ are two separate beings, one human and one divine. 
ii. Or does "is Christ" mean that they deny Jesus was anointed at all?
6. John has the Gnostics in mind, he means these antichrists:
a. Deny that Jesus and the Christ are the same singular being
i. For many Gnostics, Christ could never be human because in the dualist view of the Gnostics, the material world was evil and such a divine being could have no true fellowship with a material human body.
b. Assert that Jesus may be “a” Christ, but he is not the one and only Christ. 
7. Vocabulary
a. The Greek word translated in the King James Version as "antichrists" in both 1 John 2, 1 John 4, and 2 John 1 occurs only 5 times in the New Testament, all within these 3 passages.
i. 500 antichristos {an-tee'-khris-tos} 
from 473 and 5547; TDNT - 9:493,1322; n m
AV - antichrist 5; 5
1) the adversary of the Messiah
ii. 473 anti {an-tee'} 
a primary particle; TDNT - 1:372,61; prep
AV - for 15, because + 3639 4, for ... cause 1, therefore + 3639 1, in the room of 1; 22
1) over against, opposite to, before
2) for, instead of, in place of (something)
2a) instead of
2b) for
2c) for that, because
2d) wherefore, for this cause
iii. 5547 Christos {khris-tos'} 
from 5548; TDNT - 9:493,1322; adj
AV - Christ 569; 569
Christ = "anointed"
1) Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God
2) anointed
b. This word "antichrists" can be translated one of two ways depending on how we translate the Greek word "anti." 
i. The word "anti" can be translated "against" in accordance with definition 1, so that these men are those who are "against Christ." 
ii. The word "anti" can be translated "in stead of" or "in place of" in accordance with definition 2, so that these men become false Christs, or substitute Christs.
8. Comparing John’s statements to the words of Jesus himself
a. Texts:

i. Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs [5580], and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
Mark 13:22 For false Christs [5580] and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.
b. Definitions:

i. This Greek word, translated as "false Christs" is defined as follows.
1. 5580 pseudochristos {psyoo-dokh'-ris-tos}
from 5571 and 5547;; n m
AV - false Christ 2; 2
1) a false Christ (or Messiah)
2) one who falsely lays claim to the name and office of the Messiah
2. 5571 pseudes {psyoo-dace'} 
from 5574; TDNT - 9:594,1339; adj
AV - liar 2, false 1; 3
1) lying, deceitful, false
3. 5547 Christos {khris-tos'} 
from 5548; TDNT - 9:493,1322; adj
AV - Christ 569; 569
Christ = "anointed"
1) Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God
2) anointed
c. Conclusions based on comparisons

i. The Greek word "pseudo" clearly means a "fake" Christ. 
1. Literally, one claiming to be the anointed when he is not. 
2. This word used by Jesus Christ himself indicates that John's use of the Greek word "anti" meant definition 2, "instead of." 
3. In other words, those who presented themselves "in place of Christ."
ii. There is no need to think that John is introducing a new concept from the one presented by Jesus in Matthew 24 and Mark 13. 
iii. Both Jesus and John are talking, not about men who merely oppose Christ, but specifically men who oppose Christ by presenting themselves as other Christs.
iii. False/Other Christs instead of Jesus Christ

1. As long as Jesus and "the Christ" are inseparably one and the same, then it would be impossible to present any other man as A Christ, including the antichrist.
2. In order to present someone else besides Jesus as A Christ, like the Gnostics would, you would first have to separate Jesus from "the Christ" – presenting "the Christ" as a separate entity.
a. (or "Christ-consciousness" as some have called it.)
iv. Gnostic views of Christ

1. In 1 John 2, that John's words directly reflect that he has the Gnostic mystery religion in mind. 
a. John defines the antichrists as deniers that Jesus is the Christ. 
2. Some branches of Gnosticism distinguished between Jesus and the Christ. 
a. According to them, Jesus was a man. 
b. He was only a man, not divine. 
c. The "Christ" or "Christ-consciousness" descended upon him at Baptism and left him before his death. 
3. And the so-called "Christ-consciousness" can come on other men just as it did with Jesus. 
4. For this purpose, Gnostics pursue the hidden knowledge or "gnosis."
v. Christians have the true Christ

1. This is why when speaking of the antichrists who deny Jesus was the Christ, John writes,
a. "Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it. " 
2. John is directly referring to and refuting the idea of secret "gnosis" (or knowledge) put forth by the Gnostics, which the Gnostics claimed orthodox Christianity had missed and ignored.
3. The word for "unction" is the Greek word "chrisma." 
a. It is defined as "anointing" and is related directly to the Greek word "christos" from which we get our word Christ. 
i. 5545 chrisma {khris'-mah} 
from 5548; TDNT - 9:493,1322; n n
AV - anointing 2, unction 1; 3
1) anything smeared on, unguent, ointment, usually prepared by the Hebrews from oil and aromatic herbs. Anointing was the inaugural ceremony for priests
b. Literally, Jesus’ title is Jesus the Anointed, a theme going back at least as far as David who was anointed by Samuel to be Israel's king and to whom God made the promise that an heir would forever sit on the throne of Israel.
i. Matthew 1: 1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ [5547], the son of David, the son of Abraham.
1. 5547 Christos {khris-tos'} 
from 5548; TDNT - 9:493,1322; adj
AV - Christ 569; 569
Christ = "anointed"
1) Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God
2) anointed
4. What John is telling his audience here is in direct reference and opposition to the teaching of the Gnostic cults. 
a. John is telling them that antichrists are those men who deny that Jesus was THE Anointed, AND 
b. That they are in no need of further "gnosis" because they already have an "anointing" ("unction") from God.
c. The fact that John is referring to Gnostic doctrines in 1 John 2 also demonstrates that by "antichrists" he means "substitute Christs." 
i. Gnostic doctrine taught that the anointing or "Christ-consciousness" descended on the man Jesus and can descend on other men as well. 
ii. These other so-called anointed men, who have allegedly obtained that status through secret "gnosis," are the fake Christ's John is referring to here. 
iii. And according to John the antichrist himself will be of this same category of thought.
d. In his second epistle, John again refutes Gnosticism and even the acceptance of Gnostics themselves.
i. 2 John 2:7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.
ii. NOTES:

1. Accepting Gnostics is considered equal to partnering with them in their evil deeds. 
2. Remember that the Gnostics looked at Christ as an intermediary divine being, and that the ultimate divine being, which they referred to as the fullness, was unknowable. 
3. This passage would prevent any Christian from becoming a member in any group permitting Gnostics or endorsing Gnostic understandings.
4. When John writes that those who keep Christ's teaching and do not add to it, have not only the Son, but the Father as well, he is refuting the Gnostic understandings that God the Father and Christ are two separate beings and that God the Father is unknowable.
vi. From this portion of our study we have seen that:
1. John's statements in 1 John and 2 John present his refutation of Gnostic doctrine. 
2. And so, the term "antichrist" he mentions in these contexts refers to these Gnostics who fit both of John's descriptions of such men. 
1) They denied Jesus was THE Christ. 
2) And by asserting that the "Christ-consciousness" descended upon Jesus, a mere human, they denied that Jesus Christ was God himself born as a human being, fully God and fully man.
VIII. Article: Mystery: The Religion of the Conspirators (Part 2) (Pages 29-34)
a. The Spirit of Antichrist (error) and the Mystery of Lawlessness

i. Texts:
1. 1 John 4:3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already (2235) is it in the world. 4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error (4106).
a. 1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

2. 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery [3466] of iniquity doth already (2235) work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:… 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion (4106), that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
ii. John and Paul are talking about the same thing (Gnostics Mysticism): 

1. John and Paul are both talking about the antichrist and something currently at work in the world. 

a. John writes of the spirit of antichrist, which was already in the world at his time. 

b. Paul writes of the mystery of iniquity, which was at work already and which precedes the coming of a man he refers to as "the Wicked One," "the man of sin," and "the son of perdition." 

i. All of these are terms for the antichrist spoken of by John.

2. The word for “already” in both passages is the same Greek word.

3. Both John and Paul contrast those who follow truth and those who follow error.

a. “Delusion” and “error” are both the same Greek word.

4. Calling themselves God and Christ

a. 2 Thessalonians 2:4 – Paul here tells us that the man of sin (antichrist) whom the mystery of iniquity precedes, will present himself as "God." 

b. Jesus Christ (Matt. 24:24, Mark 13:22) and John (1 John 2:18, 1 John 2:22, 1 John 4:3, 2 John 1:7) also speak of men who call themselves Christ

i. John sets the antichrist in the category of such men. 

5. Paul and John are both referring to Gnostics

a. John has Gnosticism in mind and Paul does as well, for through the acquisition of secret gnosis, the Gnostics believed they would ascend to divinity.

b. We also find mention of the Gnostic heresy elsewhere in Paul's writings, specifically in his instructions to Timothy.

i. Texts:

1. (NIV) 1 Timothy 6:20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge [1108]. 
2. (NIV) 1 Timothy 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science [1108] falsely so called.
ii. Definitions

1. 1108 gnwsiv gnosis gno'-sis 
from 1097; TDNT-1:689,119; n f 
AV-knowledge 28, science 1; 29 
1) knowledge signifies in general intelligence, understanding 
1a) the general knowledge of Christian religion 
1b) the deeper more perfect and enlarged knowledge of this religion, such as belongs to the more advanced 
1c) esp. of things lawful and unlawful for Christians
1d) moral wisdom, such as is seen in right living

2. The Greek word for "knowledge" is "gnosis," the root word for Gnosticism.

6. NOTES:

a. The battle against Gnosticism and its corrupted view of Jesus Christ was already underway at the time the New Testament was written.

i. Both the Bible and post-New Testament history records that this syncretism of Christianity with Pagan Mysticism began with Simon Magus

b. Both John and Paul understood that the antichrist would follow in the Gnostic tradition of their day

b. How does that Gnosticism connect to the end times and the modern world?

i. It connects to "Mystery Babylon" depicted in Revelation 17:5 and prophesied to be around during the end time reign of the antichrist.

1. The "mystery of iniquity" spoken of by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2 connects with the "Mystery, Babylon the Great" described in Revelation 17 as deceiving the world around the time of the antichrist.

2. Text

a. Revelation 17:5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, [3466] BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

b. 2 Thessalonians 2:7 For the mystery [3466] of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.
3.  NOTES:

a. (As stated earlier) we can connect these two occurrences of the word "mystery" for two reasons.

i. The word "mystery" is the same Greek word in both passages. 

ii. These 2 occurrences of that Greek word are the only 2 (out of a total 27 in the New Testament) where the word "mystery" refers to ungodly religious mysteries. 

1. “Mysteries" not revealed by God to his people but supposedly obtained through other means besides God's revelation.

2. These "mysteries" were allegedly revealed as esoteric knowledge usually involving the practice of secret religious rites, as we will later discuss.

ii. Gnosticism evolved from Babylonian mystery religions.

1. Gnosticism at the time of the New Testament

a. Predated Christianity 

b. After the ascension of Christ, as Christianity began to spread, Gnosticism incorporated Christianity into its belief structure. 

2. The Babylonian origins and connections of Gnosticism.

a. "History: The origins of the Gnostic world view have been sought by scholars in the dualism of Iranian religion, the allegorical Idealism of the Middle Platonic philosophers, and the apocalypticism of certain Jewish mystics. There are analogies also with Egyptian and Mesopotamian thought." - britannica.com

b. "Gnosticism: Scholars trace these salvation religions back to such diverse sources as Jewish mysticism, Hellenistic mystery cults, Iranian religious dualism (see Zoroastrianism), and Babylonian and Egyptian mythology. The definition of gnosis [knowledge] as concern with the Eternal was already present in earlier Greek philosophy, although its connection with the later Gnostic movement is distant at best. Christian ideas were quickly incorporated into these syncretistic systems, and by the 2d cent. the largest of them, organized by Valentinus and Basilides, were a significant rival to Christianity." - encyclopedia.com

3. What Gnostics believed

a. "Some Gnostics taught that the world is ruled by evil archons, among them the deity of the Old Testament, who hold captive the spirit of humanity. The heavenly pleroma was the center of the divine life, and Jesus was interpreted as an intermediary eternal being, or aeon, sent from the pleroma to restore the lost knowledge of humanity's divine origin. Gnostics held secret formulas, which they believed would free them at death from the evil archons and restore them to their heavenly abode." - encyclopedia.com

b. "Archon: in Gnosticism, any of a number of world-governing powers that were created with the material world by a subordinate deity called the Demiurge (Creator). The Gnostics were religious dualists who held that matter is evil and the spirit good and that salvation is attained by esoteric knowledge, or gnosis." - britannica.com

4. Information regarding Mystery Religions in general.

a. "Mysteries: in Greek and Roman religion, some important secret cults...Secret societies were formed, usually headed by a priest or a hierophant. By the 5th cent. B.C. mysteries were an important part of the fabric of Hellenic life. Although the mystic rites were kept secret, it was known that they required elaborate initiations, including purification rites, beholding sacred objects, accepting occult knowledge, and acting out a sacred drama. Some mysteries were of foreign origin, such as the Middle Eastern cults of Cybele, Isis, and Mithra; some were embodied survivals of indigenous rites...The popularity of mystery cults spread in the Hellenistic age and still more widely in Roman times." - encyclopedia.com

5. The guiding principles of the Gnostic mystery religion can be traced back to Babylon in the Bible.

a. Background:

i. All of the wise men, astrologers, and magicians of Babylon could not solve the riddle of King Nebuchadnezzar's dream, what happened to Daniel when he did solve it?

b. Text:

i. Daniel 2: 46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret.
c. Nebuchadnezzar’s Gnostic response: 

i. Nebuchadnezzar proclaims that Daniel's God is a revealer of secrets.

ii. Gnosticism teaches this very principle concerning Jesus Christ.

1. They see Christ as an intermediary sent to reveal divine secrets to men. 

iii. Because of Daniel's superior knowledge and understanding King Nebuchadnezzar immediately begins to bow down and worship Daniel. 

iv. Nebuchadnezzar commands for offerings to be made to him. 

v. The idea is that Daniel's superior knowledge reveals that he is an elevated being worthy of their worship. 

1. Gnostic thought teaches that divine secrets elevate a man by illuminating his inner divine being.

vi. Nebuchadnezzar's response indicate the prominent influence of the guiding principles behind Gnostic mysticism in ancient Babylon
6. Revelation 17:5's association of "Mystery" and "Babylon the Great" also indicates that Gnostic principles are central to this prominent end time institution.

7. Overview of Gnostic Mystery Religions

a. Gnosticism was simply one form in the history of the mystery religion, which went all the way back to Babylon. 

b. A later form of this same mystery religion will be around and thriving at the time of the antichrist just before Christ's return. 

c. The words of John and Paul inform us that this later stage of the mystery religion will maintain many of the same guiding principles found in the Gnosticism of the apostle's day, particularly their view of Jesus Christ. 

d. We also know from John and Paul that this tradition:

i. Was at work in their day 

ii. And is integral to the arrival and unfolding of the empire of the antichrist.

e. Gnostics match all three of the following qualifications. 

i. They were a sect inherently composed of false Christs. 

1. They denied that Jesus was the Christ. 

2. They denied that Jesus Christ was God come in the flesh. 

3. They denied that Jesus and the Christ were the same being

ii. They were around and at work at the time John and Paul wrote about the “mystery of lawlessness” and “false christs” that were already in the world. 

iii. Gnosticism was an evolved form of Babylonian mystery religions, which further connects it not only to 2 Thessalonians 2, but Revelation 17:5 where we find a description of "Mystery Babylon."

iii. What does all this mean for our study? 

1. Gnosticism (as a form of mystery religion) connects not only with Babylon of the past, but mystery Babylon of the end times in the future. 

2. Gnosticism connects with the mystery of iniquity (lawlessness) and the spirit of antichrist (false christs) at work in John and Paul's day.

3. The long lifespan of the conspiracy prior to the final 3 1/2 to 7 years before Christ's return is evidenced by 

a. the long presence of the basic concepts of Gnosticism in ancient history (from Babylon and Egypt to the NT)

b. the existence during the writing of the New Testament of the same mystery religion found at work in the end times according to Revelation

4. From the Book of Daniel and Rev. 17 and 18 we see that this Mystery Cult (known at one time as Gnosticism) is closely connected to world political and financial power.

iv. Looking Ahead:

1. The only thing missing in our puzzle is a connection to some current group.

a. Is there is any group acting as modern version of the mystery religion, which upholds the basic principles of the Gnostics and is involved in these types of activities?

2. What we looking for:

a. A secret sect

b. Which shares the principle beliefs of the Gnostics

c. Who are also involved in spheres of political influence, commercial and financial influence, and information distribution. 

d. Which uses secret rituals and believes in secret religious truths that will elevate humans to divinity.

e. Which believes in the Christ-consciousness and its corresponding doctrine that Jesus and the Christ were not the same being, but two separate entities.

3. Gnosticism incorporated Jesus into its doctrine, but it also evolved into other religious sects still existing and still prominent in modern times.

a. These Gnostic teachings survived, evolved, and continued through organizations such as the Knights Templar and the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.

IX. Article: Part 1: Mystery Religion in Modern Groups (Page 35-36)
a. The history of Gnosticism including the Knights Templar and the Freemasons.
i. Overview

1. We will not delve into the list of hypothetical doctrines the Freemasons may or may not hold. 
2. Instead, we will speak in general terms concerning the structure and doctrine of their organization. 
3. We will avoid controversial claims about Freemasonry and instead use only information that is commonly known and uncontested about their order.
ii. What we might expect to find if a conspiracy matching the Biblical pictures is going on in our day:
1) Have some ties to Babylon, particularly the mystery religion of Babylon. (2 Thessalonians 2, Revelation 17:5) 
2) Share the guiding principles of Gnosticism described by John in his first and second epistles. (1 John 2:18,20-22, 4:3, 2 John 1:7) 
- particularly the idea of being partners with or perhaps “fraternities” between professed Christians and those that deny Christ

- 2 John 1:7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

3) Be involved in controlling global politics. (Revelation 17:18, Revelation 18) 
4) Be involved in controlling global commerce and finance. (Revelation 18) 
5) Be involved in global deception. (Revelation 17 and 18)
b. Theory:

i. Modern Freemasons and their affiliated groups fit these5 criteria. 
1. (Greater details will follow in the next section.)
c. A Brief Look at the Freemasons – Freemasons and their affiliated groups meet the several of our 5 criteria.
i. Do the Freemasons have ties to Babylon? 
1. YES.
a. "Freemasonry: Traces of the society have been found as early as the 14th cent. Because, however, some documents of the order trace the sciences of masonry and geometry from Egypt, Babylon, and Palestine to England and France, some historians of Masonry claim that the order has roots in antiquity." - encyclopedia.com
2. NOTE:
a. The 14th century reference will become more significant as we study the relationship of the Freemasons to the Knights Templar, which will further strengthen their connection to ancient mystery religions.
ii. Do the Freemasons practice secret religious rites as we would expect from a mystery religion? 
1. YES. Their rituals and ceremonies not only involve elaborate symbolism but they are strictly kept secret.
a. "Custom is the supreme authority of the order, and there are elaborate symbolic rites and ceremonies, most of which utilize the instruments of the stonemason-the plumb, the square, the level, and compasses-and apocryphal events concerning the building of King Solomon's Temple for allegorical purposes." - encyclopedia.com
b. "Masons are expected to believe in a Supreme Being, use a holy book appropriate to the religion of the lodge's members, and maintain a vow of secrecy concerning the order's ceremonies." - encyclopedia.com
iii. Does Freemasonry have connections to Gnosticism?
1. "The average Mason does not rise above Master Mason. If he does, however, he has the choice of advancing through about 100 different rites, encompassing some 1,000 higher degrees, throughout the world. In the United States, the two most popular rites are the Scottish and the York. The Scottish Rite awards 30 higher degrees, from Secret Master (Fourth Degree) to Sovereign Grand Inspector General (Thirty-third Degree). The York Rite awards ten degrees, from Mark Master to Order of Knights Templar, the latter being similar to a Thirty-third Degree Scottish Rite Mason." - encyclopedia.com
iv. Is political influence a consistent part of the history of Freemasonry?
1. YES. Many world leaders both past and present are Freemasons.
a. "Benjamin Franklin was a member. Many of the leaders of the American Revolution, including John Hancock and Paul Revere, were members of St. Andrew's Lodge in Boston. George Washington became a Mason in 1752. At the time of the Revolution most of the American lodges broke away from their English and Scottish antecedents. Freemasonry has continued to be important in politics; 13 Presidents have been Masons, and at any given time quite a large number of the members of Congress have belonged to Masonic lodges. Notable European Masons included Voltaire, Giuseppe Mazzini, Giuseppe Garibaldi, Franz Joseph Haydn, Johann von Goethe, Johann von Schiller, and many leaders of Russia's Decembrist revolt (1825)." - encyclopedia.com
d. Looking Ahead:
i. Further evidence that Freemasons fit these criteria completely will be demonstrated as we continue to examine the origins and historic activities of Freemasonry. ****
X. Article: Part 2: Financial Influence and Freemasonry (Page 37-41)
a. The fourth criterion in our list of Biblical descriptions for the end time conspiracy was the conspirators’ centralized control over global wealth and commerce. 
i. Is Freemasonry involved in amassing and controlling vast amounts of wealth?
1. At the end of this study, we will present some links and references with expanded and more detailed research on the various topics presented in this section, including the financial and information spheres. 
2. Demonstrating the Masonic trend of amassing and controlling wealth on a large scale through the Masonic connections to the Order of the Knights Templar.
ii. Knights Templar, Basic Historical Facts
1. "Knights Templars Pronounced As: templrz, in medieval history, members of the military and religious order of the Poor Knights of Christ, called the Knights of the Temple of Solomon from their house in Jerusalem." - encyclopedia.com
2. "The Templars were formed during the Crusades. They originally had a purely military function. Founded when Hugh de Payens and eight other knights joined together c.1118 to protect pilgrims, the order grew rapidly. St. Bernard of Clairvaux drew up its rules, and it was recognized at the Council of Troyes (1128) and confirmed by Pope Honorius III." - encyclopedia.com
iii. According to popular history, the Order of the Knights Templar was completely destroyed, as encyclopedia.com recounts.
1. "The Templars were completely destroyed by 1314. Much of their property, theoretically designated for the Hospitalers, was acquired by secular rulers. The leaders of the order, including the last grand master, Jacques de Molay, were tried by ecclesiastic judges and sentenced to life imprisonment, but after denouncing their confessions they were burned at the stake (1314) as lapsed heretics by civil authorities." - encyclopedia.com
iv. Official Freemasonic history denies their connection with the Templars.
1. Jacques de Molay was the last grand master of the Templars. 
2. The Templars were arrested in mass numbers in 1307 and their leader Jacques de Molay killed in 1314.
v. Did the Templars survive in Freemasonry?
1. Modern conspiracy theorists assert that at this point many Templars survived and continued to live underground.
2. According to these theorists, the property of the Templars (referred to in the excerpt above) was retained by these surviving members, who in time reemerged in Scotland and England under a new name, the Freemasons. 
vi. Official Masonic institutions tend to deny Templar connections
1. The Grand Lodge of England, who, as this article reflects, assert that the official start of Freemasonry was after the turn of the year 1700.
vii. The official history denying its Templar origins:
1. Is doubted by some Masons themselves
2. Contradicts some obvious details. 
3. The encyclopedia.com article on Freemasonry provides evidence of the direct connect between Freemasons and the Order of the Knights Templar. 
1. When typing in a search for "Knights Templar" on encyclopedia.com, the first article that a visitor is directed to is the article on Freemasonry.
a. "1. - Knights Templars
Knights Templars: see Freemasonry..." - encyclopedia.com (search term "Knights Templar")
2. A subsidiary organization of the Freemasons is called De Molay after Jacques de Molay the grand master of the Templars who was burned at the stake in 1314.
b. "There are also many subsidiary Masonic groups, including the Order of the Eastern Star, limited to Master Masons and their female relatives; De Molay, an organization for boys; and Job's Daughters and Rainbow, two organizations for girls. Many of the orders maintain homes for aged members." - encyclopedia.com
3. One of the degrees of Freemasonry is still called the Order of the Knights Templar to this very day. 
c. "The average Mason does not rise above Master Mason. If he does, however, he has the choice of advancing through about 100 different rites, encompassing some 1,000 higher degrees, throughout the world. In the United States, the two most popular rites are the Scottish and the York. The Scottish Rite awards 30 higher degrees, from Secret Master (Fourth Degree) to Sovereign Grand Inspector General (Thirty-third Degree). The York Rite awards ten degrees, from Mark Master to Order of Knights Templar, the latter being similar to a Thirty-third Degree Scottish Rite Mason." - encyclopedia.com
d. NOTE:
i. This Degree is not only the highest in the York Rite of Freemasonry, but it is similar to the 33rd degree of the Scottish Rite, which is the highest publicly known degree of that Rite as well. 
ii. For modern Masons the highest degree they can aspire to is still the Order of the Knights Templar.
viii. Conclusions so far:
1. Though officially denying these connections modern Freemasonry connects itself to the Order of the Knights Templar. 
a. The Freemasons openly connect themselves ideologically to the Templars.
b. Many modern Masons themselves doubt this claim and trace the origins of their Order back to the Knights Templar.
i. (For more information on this, please see our links and references section at the end of this article.)
ix. The Templars practices rapidly amassed for them unbelievable wealth.
1. The Templars were so wealthy that they were a threat to the political and religious authorities of Medieval Europe. 
a. On Jacques de Molay from encyclopedia.com
i. "Molay, Jacques de 1243?-1314...After the Templars were driven from the Holy Land, he moved to Cyprus, where he began to organize a new force to recapture the lost territory. He was summoned (1306) to Avignon by Pope Clement V to discuss a new crusading effort. Philip IV, king of France, was jealous of the Templars' riches and fearful of their power. In 1307 all of the Templars in France were arrested, and their property was confiscated. De Molay...and was burned at the stake in Paris." - encyclopedia.com
b. On the Knights Templar from encyclopedia.com
i. "In 1307, Philip IV of France, who needed money for his Flemish war and was unable to obtain it elsewhere, began a persecution of the Templars. With the aid of Pope Clement V, the king had members of the order arrested and their possessions confiscated." - encyclopedia.com
2. Conclusions
a. The Order of the Knights Templar grew at a very rapid rate and was able to acquire so much money that within 2 centuries they had control of enough wealth to pose a threat to the King of France.
b. It was their vast wealth that lead to the arrest of their members and the execution of Jacques de Molay. 
xii. How did the Templars do it? How did an order started by just nine knights manage to acquire that much wealth in just two centuries?
a. Two ways:
i. They attracted wealthy nobles as members. 
1. "The Templars received gifts of estates and money, and the organization soon became one of the most powerful in Europe. By combining monastic privilege with chivalrous adventure, they attracted many nobles. The order, organized under a grand master and general council, had its headquarters at Jerusalem." - encyclopedia.com
a. These nobles then made sizeable "donations" (which some sources indicate may have been required.) 
b. What about the Templars was appealing enough to compel rich nobles to give them their wealth? 
c. Was it the mysteries of their mystery religion that attracted such rich men to join and made them willing to give such large sums?
ii. The Templars became bankers, and by lending their money to the Kings of Europe, they amassed more wealth from these loans. 
1. "When Jerusalem fell to the Muslims (1187), the Templars operated from Acre; after its fall (1291) the order retreated to Cyprus. By that time the Templars had ceased to be primarily a fighting organization and had become the leading money handlers of Europe. From the beginning the knights aroused opposition because of their special privileges, their freedom from secular control, and their great military and financial strength. As their banking role increased-they served such kings as Henry II of England and Louis IX of France-and their landholdings grew, they aroused the hostility, fear, and jealousy of secular rulers and of the secular clergy as well." - encyclopedia.com
a. The Knights were no longer under the rule of the kings, but the kings, through debt, who were under the power of the Knights.
iii. IMPORTANT POINTS

1. The encyclopedia.com article on the Knights Templar clearly states:
a. The Knights increased their wealth by becoming "the leading money handlers of Europe," 
b. Specifically they took on a "banking role," which meant they were lending money to the governments of Europe.
2. The Knights Templar were so skilled at lending money to the kings of Europe that by 1307 Philip IV was unable to obtain a loan from anywhere else.
a. "In 1307, Philip IV of France, who needed money for his Flemish war and was unable to obtain it elsewhere, began a persecution of the Templars." 
xiii. Tying it back to Mystery Babylon

a. Financial control over the nations is a significant characteristic of the end time Mystery Religion known in Revelation 17 and 18 as Babylon the Great. 
i. The Knights Templar were able to amass great sums of money within just 2 centuries while simultaneously gaining control over the kingdoms of Europe through debt.
b. When we look around at the modern world do we see this same trend at work? Yes, most certainly. 
i. Through international bodies such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, western lending institutions have been able to place governments all over the world in severe debt and thereby gained control over these otherwise sovereign countries through loans and interest. 
1. This is identical to the practice of the Knights Templar. 
ii. This does not prove conclusively that the Freemasons are an evolved form of the Templars or that the Freemasons are involved in this modern Templar financial practice.
1. BUT it does prove that someone in modern times who has control of western banking institutions is using this standard Templar banking practice. 
iii. We suggest that this is the Masons perpetuating the methods handed down through their Templar roots.
xiv. Answering our fourth question.
a. (Is Freemasonry involved in amassing and controlling vast amounts of wealth?)
b. We believe the evidence points to a definite "yes." 
c. So far the modern Freemasons match 4 out 5 descriptions of the Biblical conspiracy.
d. For a detailed investigation of the formation of the American financial cartel and its ties to Europe, we highly recommend: 
i. The Creature from Jekyll Island by G. Edward Griffin, copyright 1998. 
XI. Article: Part 3: The Great Merchants and Global Deception (Pages 42-50)

a. The fifth Biblical description of this conspiracy concerns the notion of global deception.

i. By comparing the descriptions of Revelation 17's "Great Harlot, Mystery, Babylon" to Revelation 18's great city referred to as Babylon we demonstrated that these two chapters both describe the "great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth" (Revelation 17:18. SEE CHART from earlier.)

ii. Revelation 18:23 tells us that this great city deceives all nations.

1. Revelation 18:23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.
iii. From earlier

1. "Mystery Babylon" is a reference to the mystery religion found in Babylon. 

2. The Gnosticism around in the Apostles' day was a form of that mystery religion. 

3. 1 John 2:21-22 and 2 John 1:7 – the apostle John refers to antichrists as deceivers – referring to the Gnostics of his day.

4. CONCLUSIONS:

a. Just as the Gnostics of John's day were an outgrowth of this Babylonian mystery religion, their successors in the end times will be as well.

b. Just as the Gnostics were deceivers, their successors will be.

c. "Mystery Babylon" from Revelation 17 and 18 describes the existence of this same group:
1) practicing mystery religion (a mystery religion related to Babylon)
2) using that mystery religion to deceive the nations, as Revelation 18:23 records, " for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived."

b. Freemasons are the successors of the Gnostic mystery religion.

i. If Freemasons and their affiliated organizations are the current successors of the Gnostic mystery religion they would have to be involved in deceiving the nations.

ii. Are Freemasons involved in deceiving the nations? If so, how? 

1. Revelation says "by thy sorceries." 

a. This tells us that the mystery religion is involved in this deception somehow.

b. This does not specify the method of deception.

2. The magnitude of this activity. 

a. Deception requires the communication of false information or a false depiction of the correct information. 

b. For an entity to deceive the nations requires that such an entity would be able to communicate information to the nations in some way or another. 

i. What institution communicates information to the whole world?

1. In modern times, this would necessarily involve the major news media.

2. (And/or educational institutions)

a. will be covered more later in this study

iii. Do the Freemasons (and/or their affiliated organizations) have control over the news media?

1. Demonstrating the influence of the Order is difficult due to the fact that Freemasons keep their membership as one of their most closely guarded secrets.

a. The membership records of the Freemasons are withheld from the public.

b. (Individual members are free to publicize their own membership.)

2. We may not be able to demonstrate that the Freemasons control the public media, but we can demonstrate that someone is.

iv. But, if there were a conspiracy, wouldn’t the news media have uncovered and exposed it?

1. two responses:

a. Global conspiracy theory necessitates that the conspirators are also able to control the media. 

b. Conversely, those who doubt conspiracy theories automatically assume that the media COULD NOT be involved.

v. Demonstrating through easy to find public records:

1. That it is not only possible for the news media to be controlled, BUT

2. In all probable reality, that is most likely the case.

c. Who owns/controls/directs the major/world news media?

i. A very small group of commercial organizations run with a relatively small number of people own and direct major world media sources.

1. Below is a small chart showing the major news sources, their parent companies, and the other companies owned by those parent companies. 

2. There are highly interconnected relationship between the major commercial institutions ("merchants/great men of the earth") and the major media institutions ("all nations deceived.")

a. This chart’s results fit perfectly with Rev. 17 and 18’s depiction of Mystery Babylon’s deception of the world and its control over material wealth


Chain of Ownership


	Major American 
News Sources: 

CNN



CBS News



ABC

NBC


The
Washington
Post





The 
New York 
Times
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	Parent
Companies

AOL 
Time Warner


Viacom



Disney

General 
Electric

The 
Washington 
Post Co.





The 
New York 
Times Co.
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	Also Owned by
Parent Company

-Turner Broadcasting. 
Warner Bros., 
Time Magazine,

-MTV,
Paramount Pictures,
Simon & Schuster Publishers

-ESPN

(Associated with Microsoft - MSNBC)

-NewsWeek
-KPRC-TV, NBC Houston affiliate
-KSAT-TV, ABC San Antonio affiliate 
-Cable One, over 700,000 subscribers

-multiple newspapers,
television and
radio stations
50% interest in
the International 
Herald Tribune 


b. *NOTE: These companies also own a wide range and number of local radio and television affiliates as well as many of the other major cable channels such as:

i. BET, Nickelodeon, VH1, TNN (all owned by Viacom.)

ii. Board of Directors Crossovers
1. The six corporate entities listed above along with NewsCorp (FOX) and Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal also have interlocking boards of directors with many of the largest and most recognizable names in a variety of industries ranging from Coca-Cola to Chase Manhattan Bank.

a. By “interlocking,” what we typically mean is that board members from one media company work with board members from another media company on a third (non-media) company’s board 

b. SEE summary at bottom of this section

2. Two examples of the types of crossovers in this survey:

a. 1.) Former Senator Sam Nunn (General Electric Board - NBC) works with former majority Whip of the US House of Representatives, William H. Gray III (Viacom Board - CBS) and Michael A. Miles (AOL Time Warner Board - CNN) on the Dell Computers Board of Directors. 
b. 2.) Douglas A. Warner III (General Electric Board - NBC) works with former majority Whip of the US House of Representatives, William H. Gray III (Viacom Board - CBS) and Henry B. Schacht (New York Times Co. Board) on the Chase Manhattan Board of Directors.
iii. Major Media Companies included in the survey: 

1. General Electric - NBC, 

2. Viacom - CBS,
3. AOL Time Warner - CNN, 

4. Disney - ABC, 

5. NewsCorp. - FOX, New York Times Co., 

6. Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal, 

7. Washington Post. 

8. (We have color coded these companies in order to make the interlocking relationships more apparent.*Denotes Board membership crossovers with DIRECT competition.)

iv. Intertwined ownerships and control over major media outlets shown through board of directors crossovers:

1. General Electric crossovers

a. Board members of General Electric/NBC work with Board members of other media companies 15 times.

b. 10 of these15 times they work with Board members from their direct competition.

i. *General Electric (NBC) - Viacom (CBS) = 5 crossovers
*General Electric (NBC) - AOL Time Warner (CNN) = 3 crossovers
*General Electric (NBC) - NewsCorp. (FOX) = 1 crossover
*General Electric (NBC) - Disney (ABC) = 1 crossover
General Electric (NBC) - Washington Post = 1 crossover
General Electric (NBC) - New York Times Co. = 3 crossovers
General Electric (NBC) - Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal = 1 crossovers

2. Viacom/CBS crossovers

a. Board members of Viacom/CBS work with Board members of other media companies 11 times. 

b. 9 of these11 times they work with Board members from their direct competition.

i. *Viacom (CBS) - General Electric (NBC) = 5 crossovers
*Viacom (CBS) - AOL Time Warner (CNN) = 3 crossovers
*Viacom (CBS) - NewsCorp. (FOX) = 1 crossover
Viacom (CBS) - Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal = 1 crossover
Viacom (CBS) - New York Times Co. = 1 crossover

3. AOL/Time Warner crossovers

a. Board members of AOL Time Warner/CNN work with Board members of other media companies 11 times. 

b. 9 of these11 times they work with Board members from their direct competition

i. *AOL Time Warner (CNN) - Viacom (CBS) = 3 crossovers
*AOL Time Warner (CNN) - General Electric (NBC) = 3 crossovers
*AOL Time Warner (CNN) - NewsCorp. (FOX) = 1 crossover
*AOL Time Warner (CNN) - Disney (ABC) = 2 crossovers
AOL Time Warner (CNN) - New York Times Co. = 1 crossover
AOL Time Warner (CNN) - Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal = 1 crossover

4. Disney/ABC crossovers

a. Board members of Disney/ABC work with Board members of other media companies 4 times. 

b. 3 of these 4 times they work with Board members from their direct competition.

i. *Disney (ABC) - General Electric (NBC) = 1 crossover
*Disney (ABC) - AOL Time Warner (CNN) = 2 crossovers
Disney (ABC) - Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal Board = 1 crossovers

5. Newscorp/FOX crossovers

a. Board members of NewsCorp./FOX work with Board members of other media companies 4 times. 

b. 3 of these 4 times they work with Board members from their direct competition.

i. *NewsCorp. (FOX) - General Electric (NBC) = 1 crossover
*NewsCorp. (FOX) - AOL Time Warner (CNN) = 1 crossover
*NewsCorp. (FOX) - Viacom (CBS) = 1 crossover
NewsCorp. (FOX) - Washington Post = 1 crossover

6. New York Times Crossovers

a. Board members of New York Times Co. work with Board members of other media companies 8 times.

i. New York Times Co. - General Electric (NBC) = 3 crossovers
New York Times Co. - Viacom (CBS) = 1 crossover
New York Times Co. - AOL Time Warner (CNN) = 1 crossover
New York Times Co. - Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal = 3 crossovers

7. Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal crossovers

a. Board members of Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal work with Board members of other media companies 7 times.

i. Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal - General Electric (NBC) = 1 crossover
Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal - Disney (ABC) = 1 crossover
Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal - Viacom (CBS) = 1 crossover
Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal - AOL Time Warner (CNN) = 1 crossover
Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal - New York Times Co. = 3 crossovers

8. Washington Post crossovers

a. Board members of Washington Post work with Board members of other media companies 2 times.

i. Washington Post - General Electric (NBC) = 1 crossover
Washington Post - NewsCorp. (FOX) = 1 crossover

v. Major Media Sources Overlap Analysis

1. These crossovers involve:

a. The 5 major news networks (NBC, CBS, ABC, FOX, CNN.) 

b. The 2 major national news magazines (Time, NewsWeek) and 1 major national financial magazine (Wall Street Journal.) 

c. The 2 leading national newspapers (New York Times, Washington Post.)

d. These crossovers involve 31 people. Of these 31 people:

i. 2 are former U.S. Senators

ii. 1 is a Former Majority Whip for the House of Representatives

iii. 1 is a board member of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York

iv. 1 is a former US Ambassador to the UK.

e. 4 board members of the New York Stock Exchange Board.

f. 2 major International Banking Franchises (J.P. Morgan Chase & Co., Chase Manhattan.) 

g. 1 major energy company (General Electric.) 

h. 1 major gas company (Texaco.) 

i. 1 major credit card company (American Express.) 

j. 1 major insurance company (Metropolitan Life.) 

k. 1 major automotive company (Ford.)

vi. Footnotes

1. All of this information is available in more detail at www.fair.org including the names of the individual board members and the specific companies they are involved in. 

2. At the end of this section, we provide the list of names for the crossovers summarized above. 

3. More information on FAIR can also be found at the end of this section. 

4. Confirmation of the accuracy of FAIR's records was established by comparing FAIR's list of board members for G.E. and AOL TIME WARNER. 

a. In both cases, the lists were identical.

vii. Control over the education system.

1. If you go to the FAIR website and visit the individual board of directors pages for each of these major companies, you will find that:

a. There are a total of 24 individuals who also hold high positions at universities or educational organizations including:

i. Stanford University, 

ii. the California State Board of Education, 

iii. Georgetown University, 

iv. Duke University, 

v. Harvard Graduate School, 

vi. Princeton University Board of Trustees, 

vii. the NYU School of Medicine, 

viii. New York University, 

ix. Columbia University, 

x. Cornell University, 

xi. Dartmouth College, 

xii. and the University of Notre Dame.

d. What does all this show?

i. It is possible for major corporations to have controlling interest in the national news media 

ii. That less than a hundred people can direct the overall operations of the major media outlets. 

iii. It also shows the extent to which the richest of the rich have centralized ownership of a wide variety of the largest corporations in the country. 

iv. It shows that what appears to the average consumer to be perhaps thousands and thousands of independent smaller companies (including banking institutions, manufacturers, insurance companies, local TV and radio stations, etc.) are actually less than a dozen corporations.

v. The same handful of corporations and the same individuals have controlling interest in not only the major media sources but the major manufacturing and service companies as well (and in educational institutions). 

vi. The interwoven Boards of Directors of news institutions, commercial institutions, and financial institutions (demonstrated by the statistics in this study) perfectly match the extent to which Revelation 18 associates the global deception with global commercial institutions and the great men of the earth.

1. Revelation 18:23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.
e. CONCLUSIONS:

i. On Freemasons (and their affiliated organizations) 

1. The Freemasons meet 4 out of 5 of our Biblical descriptions for those who will be involved in the end time conspiracy. 

2. The Freemasons could have control over the news media and so possibly fulfill the fifth description as well. 

3. The Freemasons are related to the mystery religion we find in ancient Babylon. 

4. The Freemasons are related to the Gnostic mystery religion around at the time of the apostles. 

5. The Freemasons are involved in global politics. 

6. The Freemasons have a history of accumulating and centralizing financial control.

7. Freemasons keep their membership lists secret, but have the largest fraternal organization in the world.

http://www.britannica.com/eb/article?tocId=9035303&query=freemasonry&ct=eb
"Freemasonry – the teachings and practices of the secret fraternal order of Free and Accepted Masons, the largest worldwide secret society. Spread by the advance of the British Empire, Freemasonry remains most popular in the British Isles and in other countries originally within the empire." - Britannica.com

http://www.bartleby.com/65/fr/Freemaso.html
“Freemasonry – teachings and practices of the secret fraternal order officially known as the Free and Accepted Masons, or Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. Organizational Structure – There are approximately 5 million members worldwide, mostly in the United States and other English-speaking countries. With adherents in almost every nation where Freemasonry is not officially banned, it forms the largest secret society in the world.” – The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2001.

ii. On major world media sources

1. The secrecy of Masonic membership lists prevents us from conclusively proving that Freemasons are involved in global deception through control of the news media. 

2. However, we have shown using public records that:

a. Controlling interest in the news media is intricately interwoven with controlling interest in the major commercial corporations through interlocking Boards of Directors.

b. A very small group of men and corporations can direct both major world media and important educational/academic institutions.

iii. Overall

1. A more extensive survey could be done on major commercial, media, and academic organizations, but even this brief and limited survey reveals great overlap in control in the hands of a very small group is possible and is occurring.

2. The situation found through this survey of public records and corporate ownership corresponds very well to the description of Mystery Babylon found in Revelation 18:23

a. There is a group of wealthy persons who own and are in control of mass media 

b. and the Masons meet the other four Biblical qualifications found describing Mystery Babylon. 

3. Therefore, despite their secret membership, we believe the descriptions found in the Bible leave us little choice but to conclude that the upper ranks of the Order of Freemasonry and its affiliate organizations worldwide are the public face of the end time conspiracy.

a. NOTE: We use the term Freemasonry simply because it is the most culturally familiar and publicly known organization with which we can conveniently refer to this mystery cult.

f. Supplemental: Names of Board of Directors Involved in Corporate Crossovers:

i. 1. Andrea Jung (General Electric Board - NBC) works with Brenda C. Barnes (New York Times Co. Board) on the Avon Board of Directors. 

ii. 2. Douglas A. Warner III (General Electric Board - NBC) works with former majority Whip of the US House of Representatives, William H. Gray III (Viacom Board - CBS) and Henry B. Schacht (New York Times Co. Board) on the Chase Manhattan Board of Directors.

iii. 3. Douglas A. Warner III (General Electric Board - NBC) works with William H. Gray III (Viacom Board - CBS) on the J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. Board of Directors. Claudio X. Gonzalez (General Electric Board - NBC) also sits on the International Advisory Council of J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. Board of Directors. Michael A. Miles (AOL Time Warner Board - CNN) sits on the Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co. Board of Directors.

iv. 4. Kenneth G. Langone (General Electric Board - NBC) works with Mel Karmazin (Viacom Board - CBS), Stephen M. Case (AOL Time Warner Board and Co-Founder), and Geoffrey C. Bible (NewsCorp. Board - FOX) on the New York Stock Exchange Board. 
v. 5. Former Senator Sam Nunn (General Electric Board - NBC) works with Warren E. Buffet (Washington Post Board) and former president of Coca-Cola, Donald R. Keough, (Washington Post Board) on the Coca-Cola Board of Directors.

vi. 6. Former Senator Sam Nunn (General Electric Board - NBC) works with former majority Whip of the US House of Representatives, William H. Gray III (Viacom Board - CBS) and Michael A. Miles (AOL Time Warner Board - CNN) on the Dell Computers Board of Directors.

vii. 7. Judith L. Estrin (Disney Board - ABC) works with Scott G. McNealy (General Electric Board - NBC) and James L. Barksdale (AOL Time Warner Board - CNN) on the Sun Microsystems Board of Directors.

viii. 8. Former Senator Sam Nunn (General Electric Board - NBC) works on the Texaco Board of Directors with William C. Steere, Jr. (Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal Board) and the Honorable Charles H. Price II (New York Times Co. Board), former chair of Mercantile Bank of Kansas City and former US Ambassador to the UK.

ix. 9. Ivan Seidenberg (Viacom Board - CBS) works with Ann M. Fudge, (General Electric Board - NBC) on the Honeywell Board of Directors. Ann M. Fudge is also a member of the board of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 
x. 10. Ellen R. Marram (New York Times Co. Board) works with Irvine O. Hockaday, Jr. (Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal Board) on the Ford Board of Directors. Roger S. Penske (General Electric Board - NBC) is also a board member for the Henry Ford Museum. 
xi. 11. Robert A. Lawrence (New York Times Board) works with William C. Steere, Jr. (Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal Board) on the Metropolitan Life Board of Directors.

xii. 12. Franklin D. Raines (AOL Time Warner Board - CNN) works with John F. Akers (New York Times Co. Board) former CEO and chair of IBM, Brenda C. Barnes (New York Times Co. Board) former CEO of Pepsi-Cola North America on the Pepsi Board of Directors.

xiii. 13. Jan Leschly (Viacom Board - CBS) works with Daniel F. Akerson (AOL Time Warner Board - CNN), Harvey Golub (Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal Board), and Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. (Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal Board) on the American Express Board of Directors.

xiv. 14. Stanley S. Shuman (NewsCorp. Board - FOX) works with Donald R. Keough (Washington Post Board) on the Allen & Company Board of Directors.

xv. 15. Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. is on the boards of both AOL Latin America and Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal.
xvi. 16. James L. Barksdale (AOL Time Warner Board - CNN) works with former Senator George J. Mitchell (Disney Board - ABC) and Judith L. Estrin (Disney Board - ABC) on the FedEx Board of Directors. 

xvii. 17. Former Senator George J. Mitchell (Disney Board - ABC) works with Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. (Dow Jones/Wall Street Journal Board) on the Xerox Board of Directors.

g. Supplimental: What's FAIR?
i. From fair.org

1. FAIR, the national media watch group, has been offering well-documented criticism of media bias and censorship since 1986. We work to invigorate the First Amendment by advocating for greater diversity in the press and by scrutinizing media practices that marginalize public interest, minority and dissenting viewpoints. As an anti-censorship organization, we expose neglected news stories and defend working journalists when they are muzzled. As a progressive group, FAIR believes that structural reform is ultimately needed to break up the dominant media conglomerates, establish independent public broadcasting and promote strong non-profit sources of information.

XII. Article: Conspiracy Study Reference and Research Section (Pages 51-52)
a. Below are just a few resources available concerning various aspects of the global conspiracy. 
b. If you read through our brief notes on each source, you will find in bold the reasons why these sources are so credible as evidence of a global conspiracy. 
c. Although we highly recommend all of these sources, we do not necessarily endorse all of the information in them.
d. List:

i. 1. Book Title: Anglo-American Establishment
a. Author: Carroll Quigley
b. Publisher: G. S. G. & Associates, Inc.
c. Pub. Date: July 1981 
d. Pages: 359pp.
e. Notes: As a testimony to the existence of a secret society attempting to create a global government, Carroll Quigley's account is uncontestable. Carroll Quigley worked as a professor at Georgetown University. And according to President Clinton himself Quigley was one of his mentors during his time at Georgetown. In this book, Quigley describes in detail the interlocking relationships between the leading business, education, government, and financial elite of Britain and the United States. Quigley not only believed in a secret society with an agenda to rule the world, but he himself claims to have been allowed to review its inner writings by members of the group. Quigley's only complaint appears to have been that the group chose to remain secret, when Quigley felt it should be made public.
ii. 2. Book Title: The Creature from Jekyll Island: A Second Look at the Federal Reserve
a. Author: G. Edward Griffin
b. Publisher: American Media
c. Pub. Date: September 1996
d. Pages: 601pp.
e. Notes: This book is a detailed account of the creation of the Federal Reserve System, the men who created it, and the historical record of how it is used. In the book, Griffin even uses direct quotes from the men involved in the conspiracy, quotes in which they discuss what they were doing and why. Despite its size, Griffin does an incredible job making this book very readable and easy for the audience to grasp.
iii. 3. Website Title: The Reality Zone
a. Author: G. Edward Griffin
b. Content: Articles by and Resources available from G. Edward Griffin
iv. 4. Book Title: Emerging Viruses: AIDS and Ebola
a. Author: Leonard G. Horowitz
b. Foreword by: W. John Martin 
c. Publisher: Tetrahedron, Incorporated
d. Pub. Date: August 1996
e. Pages: 592pp.
f. Note: Author Leonard Horowitz recounts the intentional development of modern epidemic including the involvement of the pharmaceutical industry and lawfully required vaccines. The credibility of this book is upheld by its inclusion of federal documents reprinted in the book to demonstrate the validity of Horowitz assertions. 
v. 5. Website Title: tetrahedron.org
a. Author: Leonard G. Horowitz,
b. Content: Articles by and Resources available from Leonard G. Horowitz 
vi. 6. Website Title: Famous Masons
a. Content: Famous Freemasons in History
b. Note: The credibility of the information on this site is established by the author's open support of Freemasonry. The purpose of the website is to defend Freemasonry against critics by demonstrating how many good men have been masons through history. 
vii. 7. Book Title: The Second Messiah: Templars, The Turin Shroud, and the Great Secret of Freemasonry
a. Author: Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas
b. Publisher: Element Books, Inc.
c. Pub. Date: 1998
d. Pages: 224pp.
e. Note: While we find the authors' spiritual beliefs to be quite heretical, their survey of Freemasonic history is quite interesting and helpful. This book is written by two lower-degree Freemasons who have sought to research and uncover the secret of the Freemasons.
viii. 8. Website Title: fair.org
a. Author: FAIR - Fairness & Accuracy In Reporting
b. Content: FAIR, the national media watch group, has been offering well-documented criticism of media bias and censorship since 1986. We work to invigorate the First Amendment by advocating for greater diversity in the press and by scrutinizing media practices that marginalize public interest, minority and dissenting viewpoints. As an anti-censorship organization, we expose neglected news stories and defend working journalists when they are muzzled. As a progressive group, FAIR believes that structural reform is ultimately needed to break up the dominant media conglomerates, establish independent public broadcasting and promote strong non-profit sources of information. c. Note: Compared to both G.E.'s website and AOL Time Warner's website. The information on fair.org was 100 percent accurate.
ix. 9. Website Title: G.E. Board of Directors
a. Content: G.E. website containing names of their Board members for confirmation of the list on fair.org.
x. 10. Website Title: AOL Time Warner Board of Directors
a. Content: AOL Time Warner Site containing name of their Board members for confirmation of the list on fair.org.
XIII. Article: Control of the News Media: Bernard Goldberg Meets Carroll Quigley (Pages 53-67)
a. Intro using Hardball example

i. Earlier on a day when he was writing this article Brian finished the book Bias, by Bernard Goldberg.
ii. That night watching MSNBC's Hardball, hosted by Chris Matthews
iii. Matthews introduces his guests who are to debate the issue
1. Daniel Pipes
a. Matthews quickly labeled as part of a "pro-Israeli think tank" (the Middle East Forum.)
2. His opponent was from the Brookings Institute.
a. His opponent’s views are not labeled at all.
iv. Pipes objects

1. Pipes' eyebrows raised a little in surprise
2. Pipes quickly objected to Matthews' introduction of him, stating that he "resented" that he "was labeled while his opponent was not."
v. Matthews’ response

1. Instead of labeling Pipes' opponent for the sake of fairness, Matthews simply reasserted that the label he had given Pipes was appropriate.
2. No label was ever given to the other guest, the man from the Brookings Institute, who was there to debate the issue and to present the alternate viewpoint.
vi. The point of this example

1. At the time we liked Chris Matthews. 
2. He was one of our favorite commentators. 
3. Although we didn't always agree with him, we generally found him to be an honest, sincere person.
vii. The result:
1. The result of Chris Matthews' label was that Daniel Pipes was identified as potentially biased and prejudiced against the Palestinians. 
2. Pipes' opponent, on the other hand, was not labeled at all
3. This created by default the impression that, unlike Pipes, this man was unbiased and neutral. 
4. This, in turn, produced the unstated but clear impression that his views were more credible than Pipes' views and should be subject to less scrutiny.
viii. Enter Bias by Bernard Goldberg

1. The events on Hardball were all very subtle and most people wouldn't have even noticed.
a. Chris Matthews probably wasn't intentionally trying to color his audiences' perception of the two guests. 
b. It was just a reflex based upon Matthews' own genuine assessment of the two men and their respective positions.
2. We probably wouldn’t have noticed either if Brian hadn't just finished Bias, by Bernard Goldberg
3. In the book Bias this type of one-sided labeling is one of the items that author Bernard Goldberg brings to light in the book.
4. We'll come back to Bernard Goldberg's book and its exploration of the subtleties of mass communication later.
b. Credible Research and Conspiracy Theories

i. Watching a special about "Conspiracy" on the History Channel. 

1. One of the experts on the program made comments along the following lines. 

a. Conspiracy theorists, he asserted, may at first glance appear to base their work on research.

b. However, as he put it, there was, in fact, "no credible scholarship" behind the notion of an ongoing, global conspiracy.

2. The History Channel expert who made those comments was none other than the aforementioned Daniel Pipes of the Middle East Forum. 
3. Pipes' assertion was simple. 
a. According to Pipes, all global conspiracy theories were hogwash because they were based upon shoddy research.
ii. No credible scholarship?
1. No doubt there is no shortage of cooks and nuts in the camp of the conspiracy theorists. 
2. But is there really not a single credible scholarly work supporting the theory of a global conspiracy? NO.
a. Carroll Quigley

b. Bernard Goldberg

c. Who was Carroll Quigley?

i. A scholar of very solid repute and credibility that makes a very meticulous record of the history of the ongoing global conspiracy and the secret society behind it.
ii. Carroll Quigley lived and died between 1910 and 1977. 
iii. He was a professor of history at the Foreign Service School of Georgetown University attended by former President Bill Clinton. 
iv. During his career, Carroll Quigley had also taught at both Princeton and Harvard. 
v. Quigley was also a member of:
1. the American Association for the Advancement of Science,
2. the American Anthropological and the American Economic Association 
3. as well as a few other historical associations. 
vi. Carroll Quigley has also written several books including:
1. the thirteen hundred page Tragedy and Hope: A History of the World in Our Time, 
a. This book chronicles in detail western historic events dating back to before the turn of the nineteenth century. 
b. It describes the existence and ongoing plan and history of a secret society that is directing the world according to their agenda
2. Evolution of Civilizations. 
3. The Anglo-American Establishment. 
a. roughly three hundred pages
b. this last work bears the most relevance to this article on media control
vii. Additional credentials for Quigley
1. Bill Clinton was a student of Quigley’s.
2. In his acceptance speech on July 16th at the 1992 Democratic National Convention in the state of New York, Clinton had this to say about the Georgetown Professor, Carroll Quigley:
a. "As a teenager I heard John Kennedy's summons to citizenship. And then, as a student at Georgetown, I heard that call clarified by a professor I had named Carroll Quigley, who said America was the greatest country in the history of the world because our people have always believed in two great ideas: first, that tomorrow can be better than today, and second, that each of us has a personal, moral responsibility to make it so." - President Bill Clinton, July 16th, 1992, Democratic National Convention
3. This testimonial of Clinton’s for Quigley is printed among the endorsements on the book jacket for the colossal book Tragedy and Hope: A History of the World in Our Time.
4. The book jacket also attests to this relationship between the Quigley and Clinton with another endorsement quote from the New York Times. 
a. (Remember the New York Times for later. Goldberg mentions it specifically and it'll become more important as we move on in this study.)
b. "Quigley's...legacy lives on not only in...President Clinton, but among hundreds of other former students and admirers." - The New York Times
viii. Personal testimony

1. We first became acquainted with the works of Carroll Quigley during an art history survey class our freshman year at college. 
2. One day, the professor of that class distributed to the students a small, photocopied handout of an article written by Quigley. 
3. At the time, we weren't particularly intrigued by Quigley's article on cognitive systems and human thought processes in different cultures. 
4. There were only two reasons that the name Carroll Quigley stuck in our heads. 
a. It seemed odd that this man had a woman's first name. 
b. Our professor seemed to have a strong affinity for Carroll Quigley, an affinity which at the time seemed to be almost comical. 
5. And so, the frequent (albeit exaggerated) mention of Quigley became part of our caricature of this particular professor.
ix. CONCLUSIONS:

1. Carroll Quigley was indeed a credible scholar. 
2. His books were based upon thorough sound research and methodology 
3. His credibility is widely accepted among the educated establishment and elite.
x. Before we get into what he has to say about the existence of a conspiracy, let's also establish the credibility of Bernard Goldberg, the author of the book Bias.
d. Bernard Goldberg, the author of the book Bias.
i. NOTE: Bias was a New York Times #1 best seller
ii. Disclaimer
1. Global conspiracy is NOT exclusively the work of liberals or democrats. 
a. This sort of yin yang relationship wherein benevolent conservative republicans combat the evils of malevolent liberal democrats is naive. 
b. The agenda of the conspirators is being advanced by both liberals and conservatives, republicans and democrats 
i. some knowingly (although very few) and the vast majority unknowingly. 
iii. The purpose in citing Goldberg’s book, Bias
1. To show that the liberal bias in the media acts as one component of a larger agenda pushing the world toward the goal of the conspirators.
iv. FACTS on Goldberg’s credibility
1. 1. Goldberg is not a conservative or a republican, but is a liberal and a democrat. 
a. NOTES:
i. He has voted for the democratic candidate in every presidential election he's voted in. 
ii. The fact that Goldberg is a liberal and a democrat gives his assertion of a liberal media bias credibility, particularly since he has no vested interest in this assertion of a bias. 
b. Quotes

i. "And I had never voted for a Republican candidate for president in my entire life!" (Goldberg, page 20.)
ii. "I didn't vote for Reagan either time. But I did vote for McGovern - twice. Once in the Florida primary and again in the 1972 general election." (page 50.)
1. George McGovern was a senator from South Dakota who became the presidential candidate for the Democratic party in 1972.
iii. "At Rutgers, like most of us on campus in the 1960's, I was liberal on all the big issues. I was an especially big fan of Lyndon Johnson's Great Society." (Goldberg, page 49.)
iv. "I'm pro-choice, with reservations, especially when it comes to minors. And I'm for gay rights, too." (Goldberg, page 50.)
2. 2. When Goldberg returned to CBS Evening News, Dan Rather introduced him with a positive endorsement of his credentials.
a. "...when I returned to the CBS Evening News after seven years away in prime time, on 48 Hours and Eye to Eye with Connie Chung, Rather looking into the camera and told millions of people in his audience, 'Tonight on the CBS Evening News we're pleased to welcome back to our broadcast a veteran correspondent, colleague, and friend Bernard Goldberg to share his unique perspectives on events of the day.' " (Goldberg, page 32.)
b. CBS was so satisfied with Goldberg's performance as a "featured reporter" on CBS Evening News that they gave him his own special segment entitled, "Bernard Goldberg's America." (Goldberg, page 32.)
3. 3. Goldberg worked at CBS News for 28 years.
a. NOTES:
i. Goldberg is a veteran insider of the news industry and has put his career in jeopardy by writing both the book and the op-ed article, which preceded it.
ii. From the time Bernard Goldberg began his career with CBS in 1972 until the day his now famous and instantly controversial op-ed piece appeared in the Wall Street Journal, CBS News considered Bernard just as credible and well-balanced as any of their other veteran reporters. 
iii. Only after that controversial column about a persistent, prevalent liberal slant to the media did CBS consider Goldberg's credibility to be in question. 
iv. The op-ed piece came out in 1996, but though CBS technically could have fired him for writing for another news agency without the prior consent of CBS (Goldberg, page 114), they still kept him on for another four years which included a period of over a year after his contract was up for renewal. 
v. (According to the book, Goldberg's contract came up for renewal in fall of 1998 and he remained at CBS until May of 2000, at such time when his pension kicked in. Page 211, 213.)
b. Quotes:
i. "Fortunately, I was on the inside as a news correspondent for twenty-eight years, from 1972, when I joined CBS News as a twenty-six-year-old, until I left in the summer of 2000." (Goldberg, page 3.)
4. CONCLUSION:

a. It is clear that Goldberg's veteran correspondence and track record at CBS as well as his own liberal views unequivocally demonstrate his credibility on the issue of a prominent slant to the news media.
v. Sidenote

1. From this point forward we will be using a fairly sizeable amount of quotes from both Quigley and Goldberg
2. Each quote will be cited simply by the name of the author and the page number on which the quote can be found. 
a. All quotes from Carroll Quigley come from his book The Anglo-American Establishment, Copyright 1981, GSG & Associates Publishers, San Pedro, CA. 
b. All quotes from Bernard Goldberg come from his book Bias, Copyright 2002, Regnery Publishing, Inc., Washington D.C.)
e. Exactly what is it that Bernard Goldberg is saying in his book, Bias?
i. Goldberg’s message in his book is that the news media DOES slant the news. 
1. What do we mean by slant the news?
a. Goldberg means that the media doesn't simply tell the news straight (the who, what, why, when, where, and how.) 
b. Instead, from the top anchors like Dan Rather, Tom Brokaw, and Peter Jennings on down, they distort these facts to present and promote a particular social perspective to their audience. 
c. This perspective acts as an attempt to persuade the audience's viewpoint.
2. quotes:
a. "I told Fager I had been complaining privately about bias at CBS News for years, that I always kept it in-house, but this time was different." (Goldberg, page 20.)
b. "For me, this was about a nagging problem that none of the big shots would take seriously. It was about the liberal biases that overwhelm straight news reporting." (Goldberg, page 21.)
c. "This bias I'm talking about, by the way, isn't so much political bias of the Democratic-versus-Republican sort. There is that, for sure...For me that isn't the real problem. The problem comes in the big social and cultural issues, where we often sound more like flacks for liberal causes than objective journalists." (Goldberg, page 4.)
ii. What, according to Goldberg causes this “slant?”
1. Goldberg does not believe that this slant is a result of a conspiracy. 
2. For Goldberg, the slant is the news results MERELY from the personal biases of the men and women who produce and report it to us. 
a. According to Goldberg, these men and women aren't even slanting the news deliberately. 
b. They simply think they are doing an objective, fair, and balanced job, when, in fact, they aren't.
3. According to Goldberg:
a. there is "overwhelming" liberal bias that twists the facts to support particular, identifiable socio-political views, 
b. but there's no conspiracy because no one sat down in a meeting to prescribe this treatment of the news. 
c. But WHERE is Goldberg looking? WHERE is it that Goldberg attests there were no meetings? 
i. In the news rooms. 
ii. In the news agencies. 
iii. Among the reporters, the producers, the anchors, and the executives. 
iv. And that single fact is extremely significant to this issue. 
d. Goldberg doesn't subscribe to the notion of a conspiracy because he doesn't see deliberate meetings AT THE NEWS AGENCIES AMONG HIS PEERS.
4. quotes:

a. "It is important to know, too, that there isn't a well-orchestrated, vast, left-wing conspiracy in America's newsrooms. The bitter truth, as we'll see, is arguably worse." (Goldberg, page 4.)
b. "Conservatives think this is proof that there's a dark conspiracy among the liberal media elites. They're wrong. I have never heard a single reporter or producer or anchor or executive say anything like: Let's leave off the liberal label so we can make so-and-so appear high-minded and objective. And while we're at it, let's make sure we identify the other side as conservative so our viewers will know he or she's a partisan with a right-wing ideological axe to grind. It never happens that way. Never. Not even with a wink and a nod. If it did, we'd be a lot better off. Because that is fixible. That is blatant bias and that cannot and would not be tolerated. What happens in reality is far worse." (Goldberg, page 60.)
5. We agree with Goldberg: the conspiracy is not in the newsrooms.
a. The conspiracy takes place at a far higher level than that. 
b. And that makes it much, much worse. 
c. This assertion will be demonstrated in a little while when we get back to Quigley
6. So, how does Goldberg's testimony about a liberal slant to the news support the notion of a global conspiracy (especially when Goldberg himself rejects the notion of such a conspiracy)?
a. Goldberg's definition of a conspiracy is a straw man precisely because it necessitates that the reporters and anchors themselves be aware of the conspiratorial agenda and that these men and women must set that agenda at official company meetings. 
b. But that's just not how the conspiracy to distort the news works. 
c. Those kind of open formalized company meetings are the exact opposite of what Quigley described when he wrote about the workings of the secret society.
f. The Anglo-American Establishment, Carroll Quigley
i. Quigley describes the conspirator’s use of a three-pronged method that would guide the world into their control.
ii. According to Quigley to control the world, the conspirators need control over primarily three spheres of influence:
1. 1) politics,
2. 2) education, and 
3. 3) journalism.
4. Quote

a. "The Milner Group was originally a major fief within the great nexus of power, influence, and privilege controlled by the Cecil family. It is not possible to describe here the ramifications of the Cecil influence. It has been all-pervasive in British life since 1886. This Cecil Bloc was built up by Robert Arthur Talbot Gascoyne-Cecil, Viscount Cranborne and third Marquess of Salisbury (1830-1903). The methods used by this man were merely copied by the Milner Group. These methods can be summed up under three headings: (a) a triple-front penetration in politics, education, and journalism; (b) the recruitment of men of ability (chiefly from All Souls) and the linking of these men to the Cecil bloc by matrimonial alliances and by gratitude for titles and positions of power; and (c) the influencing of public policy by placing members of the Cecil Bloc in positions of power shielded as much as possible from public attention." (Quigley, page 15.)
iii. In this article we are specifically discussing the ability to control mass media or journalism. 
1. So, we will set aside the other two spheres of public influence mentioned by Quigley (politics and education.) 
2. If we show that the control Quigley describes in all 3 areas is occurring in one area, we will have gone a long way in confirming the control Quigley says they have over all 3 areas.
3. A Biblical perspective also is consistent with the notion that all 3 areas would be controlled by the Mystery Babylon cult.
iv. Secret control over media sources to shape public opinion and events
1. NOTES:
a. Quigley meticulously chronicles the conspirators control over the channels of journalism and use of that control to shape public opinion in such a way as to advance their own agenda.
b. Quigley says that the organization has a remarkable ability to conceal itself from the public
c. Notice, in particular, that this group established two periodicals, The State and The Round Table and it assumed control over The Times all for the purpose of propagating its agenda, even to the point of causing political skirmishes and wars.
2. Quotes:
a. "This is the more surprising when we learn that one of the chief methods by which this Group works has been through propaganda. It plotted the Jameson Raid of 1895; it caused the Boer War of 1899-1902; it set up and controls the Rhodes Trust; it created the Union of South Africa in 1906- 1910; it established the South African periodical The State in 1908; it founded the British Empire periodical The Round Table in 1910, and this remains the mouthpiece of the Group; it has been the most powerful single influence in All Souls, Balliol, and New Colleges at Oxford for more than a generation; it has controlled The Times for more than fifty years." (Quigley, page 5.) 

b. "It publicized the idea of and the name 'British Commonwealth of Nations' in the period 1908-1918; it was the chief influence in Lloyd George's war administration in 1917-1918 and dominated the British delegation to the Peace Conference in 1919; it had a great deal to do with the formation and management of the League of Nations and of the system of mandates; it founded the Royal Institute of International Affaris in 1919 and still controls it; it was one of the chief influences on British policy toward Ireland, Palestine, and India in the period of 1917-1945; it was a very important influence on the policy of appeasement of Germany during the years 1920-1940..." (Quigley, page 5.)

v. Some Questions and Answers:
1. Questions
a. How is it that Quigley was able to write about this group? 
b. Would any group with that much power allow a scholar of Quigley's note and credibility to chronicle their activities in such detail?
c. Wouldn't such a book pose a threat to the Group and so cause it to prevent Quigley from writing the account?
2. Answers:
a. Quigley was permitted to write about the group because he was friendly to it. 
i. He was not an enemy but an admirer who felt that their work was so important to human history that it must be recorded.
b. Quigley was not only "permitted" to write this account of "the Group" but persons close to "the Group" actually assisted him at times.
c. Quigley believed that the evidence for this group is not obscure and difficult to find, but is readily available to all, provided that one knows where to look for it (and presumably HOW to look at it as well.) 
i. So Quigley did not believe he was really giving away any great and unknowable secret just documenting something that was available to people, but often overlooked.
d. Quigley’s books DID NOT pose a threat to the Group or their agenda.
i. This book in particular was published well over two decades ago and the public, by the mast majority, is still blissfully ignorant of the existence of this conspiracy, and blissfully ignorant of Quigley's book as well. 
ii. The Group was no doubt aware that the danger of the public discovering there existence through Quigley's book would be minimal. 
iii. As Quigley put it, it was simply a matter of "knowing where to look." 
iv. This book has largely been OVERLOOKED, marginalized, and ignored by the mainstream academic and journalistic circles, who, quite relevantly, are controlled by the very "Group" Quigley chronicles in his book.
3. Quotes:
a. "But, agreeing with the Group on goals, I cannot agree with them on methods." (Quigley, Preface page xi.)
b. "I have been told that the story I relate here would be better left untold, since it would provide ammunition for the enemies of what I admire. I do not share this view." (Quigley, Preface page xi.)
c. "It is not easy for an outsider to write the history of the a secret group of this kind, but, since no insider is going to do it, an outsider must attempt it. It should be done, for this Group is, as I shall show, one of the most important historical facts of the twentieth century. Indeed, the Group is of such significance that evidence of its existence is not hard to find, if one knows where to look. This evidence I have sought to point out without overly burdening this volume with footnotes and bibliographical references. While such evidences of scholarship are kept at a minimum, I believe I have given the source of every fact which I mention. Some of these facts came to me from sources which I am not permitted to name, and I have mentioned them only where I can produce documentary evidence available to everyone. Nevertheless, it would have been very difficult to write this book if I had not received a certain amount of assistance of a personal nature from persons close to the Group. For obvious reasons, I cannot reveal the names of such persons, so I have not made reference to any information derived from them unless it was information readily available from other sources." (Quigley, Preface page x.)
g. How does Quigley's book relate to Bernard Goldberg's book?
i. Simple: Goldberg corroborates Quigley’s conspiracy

1. Quigley wrote about a conspiracy that sought to control journalism as a means of shaping public opinion in order to advance its agenda. 
2. Goldberg has written a book substantiating the theory that modern American news is deliberately slanted to favor particular social issues and views (thereby, consequently propagating those views to the American audience).
ii. An example from Goldberg of how easy it is to control mass media outlets
1. No less than 5 times does Bernard Goldberg assert (somewhat casually, in fact) that all TV News takes not only WHAT it reports but HOW it reports from the New York Times. 
a. "The problem is that so many TV journalists simply don't know what to think about certain issues until the New York Times and the Washington Post tell them what to think. Those big, important newspapers set the agenda that network news people follow." (Goldberg, page 18.)
b. "One thing to remember about network news is that it steals just about everything from print. So if the New York Times is against the flat tax, and the Washington Post is against the flat tax, the networks can't and won't be far behind." (Goldberg, page 25.)
c. "All of these reports were aired after the New York Times – the Holy Bible that TV journalists normally consult to find out not only what they should cover but how they should cover it..." (Goldberg, page 70.)
d. "In 1999 he wrote a column about the homeless and about a Village Voice study that showed that in 1988 the New York Times ran fifty stories on the homeless, including five on page one. But a decade later, in 1998, the Times ran only ten homeless stories, and none on page one. And since the networks take their cues from the Times, their coverage dropped of sharply, too. The conservative Media Research Center found that in 1990, when George Bush was president, there were seventy-one homeless stories on the ABC, CBS, NBC, and CNN evening newscasts. But in 1995, when Bill Clinton was in the White House, the number had gone down to just nine." (Goldberg, page 73.)
e. "And since the Times sets the agenda for the networks, Dan Rather, Tom Brokaw, and Peter Jennings would have all fallen into line and run big stories later on their evening newscasts, too, saying exactly the same thing." (Goldberg, page 201.)
2. Goldberg also clearly establishes the liberal persuasion of the New York Times as well.
a. "This is a newspaper that consistently editorializes in favor of affirmative action, of all sorts of abortion rights, of strict-gun control laws, and is against the death penalty. The editorials are well written and well reasoned. But they do represent liberal points of view. This is a newspaper that has endorsed for president Al Gore, Bill Clinton twice, Michael Dukakis, Walter Mondale, Jimmy Carter twice, George McGovern, Hubert Humphrey, Lyndon Johnson, and John Kennedy. You would have to go back to Dwight Eisenhower to find the last time the New York Times came out in favor of anyone even vaguely resembling a conservative." (Goldberg, page 59.)
b. "The Times is nothing if not a monument to political correctness..." (Goldberg, page 186.)
c. "The Times is a newspaper that has taken the liberal side of every important social issue of our time, which is fine with me." (Goldberg, pages 221-222.)
3. This process is just as Carroll Quigley described back in England with The Times (The London Times). 
a. "This is the more surprising when we learn that one of the chief methods by which this Group works has been through propaganda...it created the Union of South Africa in 1906- 1910; it established the South African periodical The State in 1908; it founded the British Empire periodical The Round Table in 1910, and this remains the mouthpiece of the Group...it has controlled The Times for more than fifty years." (Quigley, page 5.)
b. It would appear that the same group is doing the same thing here in the United States.
iii. BUT Goldberg does NOT believe this media bias constitutes proof of the existence of a conspiracy
1. This is because there are no meetings between reporters, anchors, producers, and executives to deliberately set protocols to slant the news.
iv. What does Quigley have to say about this? 
1. Quigley answers directly:
a. "It is probable that most members of the outer circle were not conscious that they were being used by a secret society." (Quigley, Preface page x.)
2. How the conspiratorial group worked:

a. The conspiratorial group is a series of concentric circles with the membership of each circle being difficult to discern.

i. "I have tried to solve this difficulty by dividing the Group into two concentric circles; an inner core of intimate associates, who unquestionably knew that they were members of a group devoted to a common purpose; and an outer circle of a larger number, on whom the inner circle acted by personal persuasion, patronage distribution, and social pressure." (Quigley, Preface page x.)
ii. "The Society of the Elect, continued to exist and recruit new members from the outer circle as necessary." (Quigley, page 4.)
iii. "This group, held together, as it is, by the tenuous links of friendship, personal association, and common ideals is so indefinite in its outlines (especially in recent years) that it is not always possible to say who is a member and who is not." (Quigley, page 5.)
b. By design, the people in the outer circles who carry out the group’s agenda do so without knowledge of the existence of such a conspiracy or its agenda.

i. "It is probable that most members of the outer circle were not conscious that they were being used by a secret society." (Quigley, Preface page x.)
c. The strategy of the inner-circle conspirators is to promote persons who agree with their agenda (not realizing it is the agenda of a conspiratorial group) into positions of power.

i. "Milner had become a Fellow of New College in 1878 and held the appointment until he was elected Chancellor of the University in 1925. With Edward Cook he began a practice which he was to repeat many times in his life later. That is, as Fellow of New College, he became familiar with undergraduates whom he later placed in positions of opportunity and responsibility to test their abilities." (Quigley, page 12.)
ii. "The realization is increased when we see that these persons with the power to obtain renewing appointments are members of a shadowy group with common undergraduate associations, close personal relationships, similar interests and ideas, and surprisingly similar biographical experience." (Quigley, page 22.)
iii. "In his 'Confession of Faith' Rhodes outlined the types of persons who might be useful members of this secret society." (Quigley, page 34.)
iv. Quigley immediately goes on to quote Cecil Rhodes:
1. "Men of ability and enthusiasm who find no suitable way to serve their country under the current political system; able youth recruited from the schools and universities; men of wealth with no aim in life; younger sons with high thoughts and great aspirations but without opportunity; rich men whose careers are blighted by some great disappointment." (Quigley, page 34.)
d. Quigley lists a series of examples all of which involved appointments to positions of significant influence over journalistic institutions including:
1. the Pall Mall Gazette, 
2. the Westminster Gazette, 
3. the Daily News, 
4. the Daily Chronicle, 
5. the Cape Times, 
6. and of course, The Times.
7. (Quigley, page 11-12.)
3. Quigley’s and Rhodes’ description is identical with Goldberg's description of himself and the liberal crowd in general 
a. Goldberg defines himself and this crowd in terms of their compassionate idealism and which just so happens, according to Goldberg, to overwhelmingly populate the news media.
i. "At Rutgers, like most of us on campus in the 1960's, I was liberal on all the big issues. I was an especially big fan of Lyndon Johnson's Great Society." (Goldberg, page 49.)
b. It was exactly this type of idealistic people that Quigley says the conspirators sought to use, many of whom did not even know they were being used, let alone that such a "Group" existed. 
c. Goldberg’s documentation of the existence of a uniform media (or overwhelming majority) comprised of persons with the same social-political perspective who use their positions to mold public opinion proves the existence of Quigley’s conspiratorial group who explicitly sought to do just that.
v. Reconciling Goldberg with Quigley on whether a conspiracy exists

1. The fact that the formal meetings that Goldberg describes do not take place does nothing to prove that there is no conspiracy.
a. This is because such meetings are wholly unnecessary for a conspiracy to exert control.
b. Instead, the conspiracy is set up in such a fashion that individuals are hired who already hold to the relevant ideals necessary to propagate the agenda of the conspirators.
2. The vast majority of journalists are already biased themselves and will automatically slant the news as a mere function of human nature.
a. That is, unless the management prohibits and prevents them from doing so
b. But Goldberg demonstrates such managerial oversight is clearly not the case.
i. (To the contrary, persons are hired specifically because they already exhibit the tendency to report along the lines of the desired bias.)
3. Goldberg’s view that people will automatically assert their own biases into their reporting undermines his other assertion that there is no conspiracy since no formal meetings are held to enforce putting out certain views.
a. "And perhaps on Planet Bizarro in some parallel universe their personal views about life and the world really wouldn't matter. But they do here on Earth, because even though some would take issue, reporters and editors really are only human, which means they bring all their biases and life experiences to their stories." (Goldberg, page 118.)
b. "Does anyone think a 'diverse' group of conservative journalists would give us the news straight? I sure as hell don't. They'd be just like the Left. Except, they'd let their conservative biases slip into the news, and they'd let swear on a stack of Bibles that they were mainstream...just as liberals do now. It's the human condition." (Goldberg, page 120.) 
c. "The old argument that the networks and other 'media elites' have a liberal bias is so blatantly true that it's hardly worth discussing anymore. No, we don't sit around in dark corners and plan strategies on how we're going to slant the news. We don't have to. It comes naturally to most reporters." (Goldberg, page 13.)
4. According to Quigley the Group understood that:
a. They didn’t need to have formal meetings to enforce their agenda upon the public mind 
i. because the tendency of newspersons would be to promote their own biased agenda in order to sway public opinion
b. Therefore, they only needed put persons who shared their views into positions of influence

i. Particularly those who set the tone for hiring and filling out the news industry with reporters and executives from an overwhelmingly uniform political view.
c. And that it is better, as often as possible, to use men and women to advance their cause who had no knowledge that they were being involved in the agenda.
5. So to object to the existence of a conspiracy because we do not know who the conspirators are is absurd because one of the primary goals of the conspirators would necessarily have to be to conceal their identities. 
a. As Quigley described no one knows exactly who is setting that tone because the system was designed for anonymity.
vi. How does the media function to promote an agenda?

1. In his book Goldberg chronicles the media's distortion of such issues as:
a. poverty/homelessness, 
b. AIDS, 
c. identity politics (a.k.a. the politics of division), 
d. family life, 
e. and the Middle East. 
f. For the details on these items, pick up a copy of Bernard Goldberg's book Bias.
2. It is not necessary to delve into the specific subtle ways in which the mainstream press distorts and colors the news to cover to create the desired picture and reshape public opinion to match their own
a. Briefly, they use carefully chosen descriptive words, one-sided labeling, the selection of experts, and even the very selection of what topics, etc.
3. Think beyond liberal and conservative, beyond republican and democrat, beyond Christian and Secularist – 
a. Think of the overall agenda that pulls people of all ideologies and ways of life together into a single workable whole.
h. Pulling some things together

i. Interlocking boards of directors and a media with a uniform bias

1. We have already shown the interlocking relationships found among the board of directors of major commercial and journalistic companies. 
2. We have demonstrated that these relationships made it possible and even probable that control over the major public media outlets was occurring.
3. Thanks to Carroll Quigley and Bernard Goldberg we can see that someone does IN FACT exercise control over how the news is presented. 
4. They exercise that control in the same way that control is best exercised, through the subtle method of hiring and promoting those with similar ideas and like minds.
i. Article CONCLUSIONS on world media control: 

i. Goldberg and Quigley – credible scholars confirm the existence of a secret group of people who control and deceive the world through the world media.

1. Quigley sums up the groups power and secrecy:

a. "This organization has been able to conceal its existence quite successfully, and many of its most influential members, satisfied to possess the reality rather than the appearance of power, are unknown even to close students of British history." (Quigley, pages 4-5.)
ii. "Who Controls the Past, Controls the Future. Who Controls the Present, Controls the Past." (George Orwelle, 1984.)

iii. Bernard Goldberg
1. a veteran insider of the news industry 
2. chronicles in detail the existence of an overwhelming liberal bias to the news (particularly with regard to social issues) 
3. chronicles the deliberate, persistent refusal of those inside the news media to correct or even address this problem. 
iv. Carroll Quigley
1. esteemed Georgetown professor 
2. mentor of President Clinton, 
3. in his book, the Anglo-American Establishment, demonstrates that the use of journalistic institutions to distort the news and reshape public opinion to advance their agenda is one of the primary tactics of the conspirators.
v. Bernard Goldberg's book provides clear evidence that this kind of control over the public news media did not end in the days of Ruskin and Rhodes and Milner but persists, molding public opinion, to this very day.
XIV. STUDY CONCLUSIONS:

a. As Quigley said of the conspiracy, "evidence of its existence is not hard to find, if one knows where to look." (Quigley, Preface page x.) 
b. We have looked and have found evidence of the conspiracy in the Bible and from modern secular documentarians.
c. So:
i. A conspiracy against God has been going on since ancient times
1. it is present in the NT
2. it is traceable in its mystical-political elements back to ancient Egypt and Babylon
ii. Secret societies with mystical (Gnostic) beliefs wielding political and financial control over world affairs have existed since NT times in the form of the:

1. Knights Templar

2. The Freemasons

3. other similar organizations who are also affiliated with these two groups

iii. A conspiratorial group promoting an unbiblical agenda is occurring in the world right now exhibiting vast financial and commercial power as well as world media control.

1. According to Carroll Quigley it has been carried on in the modern world by such men as Cecil Rhodes and Alfred Milner.

2. The names of the individuals that hold this power is not presently known.

iv. The conspiracy against God will culminate in last days with the coming forth of Antichrist and the False prophet.

1. This conspiracy will not be sudden or short-lived.

2. It will have been going on for thousands of years.

d. As Christians we must:

i. Be faithful to be watchful regarding these things so as not to be deceived ourselves.
1. Revelation 16:13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.
ii. Come out from among the world so that we aren’t participating in this ungodly system.
1. Revelation 18:2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.
e. Collapse of the End-Times, Big-Bang Theory 

i. Earlier we saw that the Apostle John referred to the Gnostics as “antichrists,” being precursors of the Antichrist himself. 
1. 1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist (500) shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.
2. 1 John 2:22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist (500), that denieth the Father and the Son. 
3. 1 John 4:3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist (500), whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
4. 2 John 1:7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist (500).
a. 500 antichristos 
from 473 and 5547; TDNT-9:493,1322; n m 

AV-antichrist 5; 5 

1) the adversary of the Messiah 

For Synonyms see entry 5890

b. 473 anti

a primary particle; TDNT-1:372,61; prep 

AV-for 15, because + 3639 4, for ... cause 1, therefore + 3639 1, in the room of 1; 22 

1) over against, opposite to, before 

2) for, instead of, in place of (something) 

2a) instead of 

2b) for 

2c) for that, because 

2d) wherefore, for this cause

ii. In all of these statements by John, his use of the term “antichrists” refers back to Jesus’ own statements concerning the arrival of such false-christs. 

iii. Jesus’ statements about such pseudo-christs typically occurred side by side with references to false prophets. 

1. Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs (5580), and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
2. Mark 13:22 For false Christs (5580) and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce (635), if it were possible, even the elect.
a. 5580 pseudochristos
from 5571 and 5547; ; n m 

AV-false Christ 2; 2 

1) a false Christ (or Messiah) 

2) one who falsely lays claim to the name and office of the Messiah 

iv. Like the “antichrists” are precursors of the Antichrist, by definition, these “false prophets” are precursors of the False Prophet 

1. like the antichrists, these false prophets are also Gnostics 

2. Peter, when referring back to this teaching by Jesus concerning false prophets, states that these false prophets are “false teachers.”

a. 2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
b. And, like John describes the Gnostic false-christs as denying Jesus Christ and not holding the doctrine given by Christ, Peter likewise describes these false teachers/false prophets as ultimately also denying the Lord and his teaching.  

v. These false-christs and false prophets are called by these same terms simply because:
1. they exhibit the traits of the Antichrist and the False Prophet to lesser degrees, 
2. being precursors of those two, who are the culmination and climax of all their efforts going back to the Gnostic mystery religion of John and Peter’s day 
a. (and back to the mystery religions of the Old Testament times). 
vi. The False Prophet advances Gnostic (Mystery Religion) doctrine while wielding a combination of both financial and political control (as well as supernatural abilities) to deceive all mankind to follow the Antichrist. 

1. Revelation 13:11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
2. Revelation 19:19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

vii. The False Prophet, who precedes the Antichrist, will culminate these ongoing efforts of the mystery religions, to lead astray the people of God, even through syncretism.  
a. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
viii. Like the false prophets who deceive, Paul speaks of the work associated with the False Prophet as the great deception

1. which entices all those, even in the church, who do not truly love the truths taught by Jesus Christ. 

2. Thus, Paul calls this deception that results from the False Prophet, the “falling away,” 

a. which in the Greek is a feminine form of the word “divorcement.” 

b. 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away (646) first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

i. 646 apostasia
feminine of the same as 647; TDNT-1:513,88; n f 

AV-to forsake + 575 1, falling away 1; 2 

1) a falling away, defection, apostasy

ii. 647 apostasion
neuter of a (presumed) adj. from a derivative of 868; ; n n 

AV-divorcement 2, writing of divorcement 1; 3 

1) divorce, repudiation 

2) a bill of divorce

iii. The usage of this feminine form of “divorce” reflects the notion of 

1. the “defection” of those who were formerly part of the bride of Christ, the church, 

iv. but do not truly love him or his teaching 

v. and so follow after the false teaching, which prepares the way for the Antichrist. 

ix. Gnostic teachers (antichrists and false prophets) working to deceive Christians

1. 1 John 2:22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce (4105) you.
a. 4105 planao 
from 4106; TDNT-6:228,857; v 

AV-deceive 24, err 6, go astray 5, seduce 2, wander 1, be out of the way 1; 39 

1) to cause to stray, to lead astray, lead aside from the right way 

1a) to go astray, wander, roam about 

2) metaph. 

2a) to lead away from the truth, to lead into error, to deceive 

2b) to be led into error 

2c) to be led aside from the path of virtue, to go astray, sin 

2d) to sever or fall away from the truth 

2d1) of heretics 

2e) to be led away into error and sin
2. Mark 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce (635), if it were possible, even the elect.

a. 635 apoplanao

from 575 and 4105; TDNT-6:228,857; v 

AV-seduce 1, err 1; 2 

1) to cause to go astray 

2) to lead away from the truth to error 

3) to go astray, stray away from
3. 2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
x. Summary of Traits:

1. These false-christs and false prophets/false teachers work together.

2. They are Gnostics (adherents to mystery religion). 

3. They exhibit the work and the attributes of the Antichrist and the False Prophet to lesser degrees.

4. Their efforts lay the groundwork for and culminate in the Antichrist and the False Prophet.

5. They operate as teachers of falsehood, even but not only, infiltrating the church.

6. In addition to their teaching role, we know also that as precursors of the False Prophet they may manipulate by financial and political control. 

7. The work of such men is longstanding, being around since the time of John and Peter’s epistles.

8. Their goal is to deceive the whole earth, and if possible, even the elect, contributing to the defection of many within the church who do not truly love or cling to Jesus’ doctrine.

9. We are commanded by Jesus, Peter, Paul, and John to be watchful and diligent and not unaware of their strategies and to avoid their deception by remaining in the doctrine of Christ Jesus. 

xi. Summary for The End-Times, Big-Bang Theory

1. The end-time, big-bang scenario is false

2. it can only work to undermine 

a. vigilance, 

b. awareness of the enemies’ strategies, 

c. and understanding of Jesus’ teachings, 

i. including but not limited to his teachings about the end times.

xii. Interesting Notes From Quigley on the Modern Conspirators

1. the conspirators are not “secularists,” atheists, or agnostics 

2. while working against Christianity, the conspirators curiously continue to exhibit and refer to themselves in decisively Christian terms

a. this is another evidence of their Gnostic nature

b. they possess and advance a mystic worldview described in Christian terms

3. The conspirators chose the name “The Society of the Elect” to describe the uppermost level of their associations. 

a. “One wintry afternoon in February 1891, three men were engaged in earnest conversation in London. From that conversation were to flow consequences of the greatest importance to the British Empire and to the world as a whole…The three men who were thus engaged were already well known in England. The leader was Cecil Rhodes, fabulously wealthy empire-builder and the most important person in South Africa. The second was William T. Stead, the most famous, and probably also the most sensational, journalist of the day. The third was Reginald Baliol Brett, later known as Lord Esher, friend and confidant of Queen Victoria, and later to be the most influential adviser of King Edward VII and King George V. The details of this important conversation will be examined later. At the present we need only point out that the three drew up a plan of organization for their secret society and a list of original members. The plan of organization provided for an inner circle, to be known as ‘The Society of the Elect.’” (Carroll Quigley, The Anglo-American Establishment, p. 3-4.)

b. “They discussed the organization of the secret society and divided it into two circles: an inner circle, ‘The Society of the Elect’, and an outer circle to include: ‘The Association of Helpers’ and The Review of Reviews (Stead’s magazine founded 1890). Rhodes said that he had already revealed the plan for the ‘Society of the Elect’ to Rothschild…” (Carroll Quigley, The Anglo-American Establishment, p. 38-39.)

c. (Quigley, The Anglo-American Establishment, Appendix: A Tentative Roster of the Milner Group, p. 311, lists the members of “The Society of the Elect.”) 

